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Upcoming Events
March 2nd: Tour of Ron
Tonkin’s Collection-Sold Out
March 16th: Tour to WAAM
Museum w/BMW Club
April 6th: Modern Classics
with Pierre Hedary
May 4th-5th: Tour LeMay Car
Museum, Griot’s Garage
May 18th: Detailing Event at
Gallagher Auto Spa
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On April 6th join us for a special technical event on Modern Classics -- MercedesBenz models built between about 1970 and 1995. Car enthusiasts are discovering
this era of Mercedes due to their rock-solid build quality and lack of high-tech
electronics. You’ll learn what to look for when purchasing a Modern Classic, and
mechanical tips for keeping your Mercedes-Benz in top condition.
Pierre Hedary, columnist from The Star magazine and owner of a Mercedes-Benz
repair facility, will speak to these topics, provide hands-on demonstrations, and be
available to answer your questions. Burback Motors will host this event at their
facility, with coffee, breakfast snacks, and lunch available. The event will run from
9AM to 5PM. You can attend all day or a portion.
You will get an overview of the models we call Modern Classics: the W108/109,
W111, W114/115, W116, W123, W124, W126 and more. Pierre will discuss why
they are popular and what issues you should look for when considering a purchase
of one. Pierre will dive into technical topics related to common systems in these
cars: Ignition systems, fuel injection systems, alternative fuels, automatic
transmissions, air conditioning, and cooling systems.
See page 3 for a full agenda of topic areas and a registration form.

Next Event: Tour to Western Aeroplane and Automobile Museum
Place: Meet BMW Club at Shari’s, 557 NW Phoenix Dr, Troutdale, OR 97060
Date: Saturday, March 16th
Time: Drivers meeting at 8:30AM, depart at 9:00AM
Cost: Museum Entry Fee: $12 for adults, $10 for Seniors 65+, $6 for students
Registration: RSVP to allenstephens@frontier.com, see page 7 for details

President’s Message
As we head into spring, I know most of
you are looking to get your cars ready for
driving season. We have some great
events planned that will give us the
knowledge on car care and maintenance.
We are excited to welcome Pierre Hedary to Portland for our
Modern Classics event on April 6th. Pierre is an expert on
maintenance and repair of older Mercedes-Benz models (built
prior to 1995). I am sure most of us have a nagging
mechanical issue that we would like to fix permanently. Look
for a e-mail survey to give Pierre feedback on what topics you
want covered.
On May 18th, we will have an overview on how to bring back
the finish on your Mercedes from the experts at Gallagher
Auto Spa. This will help get your car looking great for summer
driving and event season.
On March 16th, join us for a fun drive with the BMW Club to
the Western Aeroplane and Automobile Museum in Hood
River. There is no fee for the event except for the museum
entry. After the museum tour, we will find a spot for lunch in
Hood River. The BMW Car Club of America is a great group of
enthusiasts and we look forward to doing more with them.
An update on my personal fleet: I recently had the Sensotronic
Brake Control (SBC) pump replaced on my 2005 E500 4-Matic
wagon. The SBC system is a ‘brake by wire’ system that uses
electronic signals instead of hydraulics to stop the car. Many
W211 chassis owners experienced issues with the system
because of a software error, triggering a recall of E-Class
vehicles built from ‘03 to ‘06. Mercedes-Benz issued a 10
year, unlimited mileage warranty on the SBC pumps, and the
SBC system was discontinued with the mid-’06 W211 facelift.
When I purchased my used W211 with 110k miles, I was leery
of a car with recall history. I did some research on the
internet, and found out that MBUSA will replace the pump
(under the 10-year warranty) if I get the SBC fault codes.
Sure enough, driving to the airport at 5:30AM for a business
trip on a cold January morning, my multi-function display lit up
with the message “STOP, Reduced Braking Power, Visit
Workshop”. Fortunately I was able to continue to the airport
and did not miss my flight. Upon return, I visited Burback
Motors, where they scanned the car and found the fault codes
for the SBC hydraulic pump. The E500 was then taken to MB
of Portland, where the pump was replaced under warranty,
without any charge. Whew! The moral of the story — when
buying a used car, don't be afraid of high mileages. Do your
research, be aware of recall campaigns, and understand if
warranties are available for your vehicle.

PAGE 2

NORTHWESTERN STAR

MARCH 2013

Agenda for Modern Classics event April 6th
During our Modern Classics event on April 6th, Pierre
Hedary will cover these topics:











An overview of Mercedes Modern Classics: What are
they, and why are they popular? What are the issues
to look for if you are considering buying one?
Ignition systems: basic points/condenser coil systems, transistorized ignition systems ’70 to ‘72 and
’72 to ‘75 including basic components, trouble shooting, what to do in case of breakdown. Overview of
fully-electronic systems used ’76 to ’93. Will include
trouble shooting and fine tuning, components and
how/why they fail.
Gasoline fuel injection systems: Mechanical (pre
1971), Bosch D-JetJetronic (’70 to ’75), Bosch KJetronic (’76 to ’85), KE-Jetronic (’86 to ’92) and HFM
injection (’91 to ’96)
Diesel fuel injection systems: Systems with pneumatic governor (’76 and earlier on 4 cylinder models),
Systems with mechanical governor, fine tuning and
trouble shooting (’75 to ’85) and diesel injection systems on cars with aluminum heads and the Electronic
diesel system (’86 to ’95)
Alternative fuels and older diesel engines: what can
you use and not use.
Automatic transmissions: ’68 and earlier (W113 SL to
’71), transmissions from ’69 to ’81, and the 722.3 and
722.4 transmission used on all Mercedes passenger
cars from 1984 in the U.S. The emphasis will be on
shifting adjustments and diagnostics.




Air Conditioning systems: Focus on ACC3 systems
from ’81 to ’95. Will include a discussion on AC repair and diagnosis.
Cooling Systems: maintenance and service.

About the speaker: Pierre Hedary has a strict affiliation
to the repair and service of older Mercedes-Benz vehicles. Pierre is a long time MBCA member, writes for The
Star Magazine, and he will be a speaker at StarTech
2013. He owns an independent Mercedes-Benz repair
facility in Titusville, Florida. In addition to servicing these
splendid cars in his own facility, he also performs on-site
service for Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts who feel that they
would like to have massive amounts of work done in short
periods of time, and who also wish to participate in the
service and repair of their vehicles. His personal fleet includes a 1972 280SE 4.5 and a 1970 280SE 3.5 coupe.
Pre-register for this event by completing the form below.
If you have a specific topic you want addressed, please
let us know. We will see you April 6th!

Modern Classics Event Registration
Names (s)____________________________________ Number of people at $25 each: _______
Address______________________________________ City, State, Zip _____________________________________
Cell Phone ( _____) ____________________________ Email address _____________________________________
What Topic(s) would you like Pierre to cover? _________________________________________________________
Please mail to: Allen Stephens, 12005 SW Foothill Dr., Portland, OR 97225 by March 29th
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Board Meeting Mar. 9th
The next Portland Section Board Meeting is March 9th at
10AM at Mercedes-Benz of Portland, located at 1605 SW
Naito Parkway, in downtown Portland. We invite all
members to attend a board meeting to provide suggestions
on how we can improve the club and provide ideas for
upcoming events.
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Tour LeMay Museum and Griot’s Garage in May

The Seattle Section will host the Portland, Vancouver
Island and B.C. Sections for a weekend of fun in the
Tacoma area.
Saturday, May 4th, 2013:
2:00 pm: LeMay – America’s Car Museum— Special
Guided tour, and VIP parking for club member
cars. Discounted entry at $10.00, (Need payment upfront
please), www. lemaymuseum.org, 2702 East D.
Street in Tacoma.
6:30 pm: BJ’s Brewhouse Dinner — Great food, group
accommodations and reasonable
price. www.bjsbrewhouse. com, Located at 4502 S.
Steele St in Tacoma, (253) 472-1220
Hotel Murano — King Suite Rooms: Group discounted
rate of $129/night, www.hotelmuranotacoma.com, 1320
Broadway Plaza in Tacoma, (877) 986-8083

Sunday, May 5th, 2013:
10:30 am: Griot’s Garage Tech Session — Inside their
show display garage see demonstrations of how to wash,
clay, polish and wax your car. Discounted Griot’s
product shopping for club members. Griot’s is located
close by at 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.
For those family members less inclined towards auto
related activities, the Chihuly Museum of Glass, Tacoma
Art Museum and the Washington State History
Museum are all nearby. Come join us for the day or the
weekend. There is plenty to do and see in Tacoma!
-Ian Gleadle, Seattle Section
Caravan from Portland to Tacoma:
The Portland Section will organize a caravan to
Tacoma on Saturday morning, May 4th. Look for
details in the April Northwestern Star newsletter and
on our web site at http://portland.mbca.org

LeMay and Griots Tour Registration
May 4 and 5th, 2013
Name (s) _______________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________
Cell Phone (________) _________________________
Email Address: _________________________________
Number of Museum Entries at $10.00 each: ________
How many for dinner at BJ’s Brewhouse:

________

How many for Griot’s Detailing Class:

________

Payment: Please enclose Museum Entry fee. Make checks payable to MBCA Seattle Section by April 27th.
Mail To:
MBCA c/o Ian Gleadle, 69 N Sunset Drive, Camano Island, WA. 98282-8607
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Not a Member?
Become a club member by completing the form below
and submitting your application by mail, by using this
QR code on your smart phone, or by applying on-line at
MBCA.org
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Auto Detailing Event at Gallagher Auto Spa
Get a demonstration from the pros on how they can bring back the finish on your Mercedes-Benz
The MBCA Portland Section is proud to announce that on
Saturday, May 18th, one of our newest advertisers, Gallagher Auto Spa, will be hosting an open house from 10 am
until Noon on the services they offer. The owner, Scott
Gallagher, has already earned a great reputation among
some of our members who are already established clients.
If you have attended the Oregon Festival of Cars or the
local Cars and Coffee events, you have seen automobiles
who have been detailed by Scott and his crew. Join us
and learn how Gallagher Auto Spa can bring back the exterior finish on your Mercedes, see examples of leather
restoration, and much more. Coffee and breakfast snacks
will be provided.
Gallagher Auto Spa is located at 1625 N.E. Sandy Blvd.
Portland, OR 97232.
Please RSVP for this event via email to Sam Chinakos at
STLTUBE@AOL.COM

Tour to WAAM with BMW Car Club March 16th
Join us on March 16th for a drive to the Western Antique Aeroplane & Automobile Museum in Hood River,
Oregon. WAAAM has one of the largest collections of
still-flying antique aeroplanes and still-driving antique
automobiles in the country.
Here’s a teaser from the Museum Web Site:
“Don't miss it. WAAAM has one of the largest collections
of still-flying antique aeroplanes and still-driving antique
automobiles in the country. Aircraft, automobiles, motorcycles, tractors, military jeeps and engines all get their
day in the sun again at WAAAM.”

sion is $12 for adults, $10 for Seniors 65+, and students
are $6. We'll be touring with the BMW Car Club of America,
Oregon Chapter.
We will meet at Shari’s Restaurant in Troutdale at 8:30AM
for a driver’s meeting and depart at 9:00 AM. Those wishing to have breakfast, coffee, and conversation can gather
earlier. Meeting point: Shari's of Troutdale, 557 NW Phoenix Dr, Troutdale, OR 97060.
Please RSVP for this event to allenstephens@frontier.com

You can visit the Museum Web site for all the details at
http://www.waaamuseum.org. Cost for museum admis-
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Event Recap: Wine Country Tour and Tasting
We are lucky to live in Oregon. Within a short drive
from Portland, you’ll find scenic roads, and some of
the finest Pinot Noir wines in the world. Over 25
members of the Portland Section joined the Wine
Country Tour and Tasting on January 26th to explore
wine country and taste a variety of locally-produced
wines.
Our group met at Rock Creek Tavern for lunch. In
the parking lot, 15 Mercedes-Benz (and one Dodge
Challenger) were parked in rows. We toured on back
-roads (no freeways!) through Washington County,
past Forest Grove, Gaston and into Yamhill Country.
Our first stop was Lemelson Vineyards, where they
use innovative wine making technology, organic
farming, and hand-crafted techniques. We toured
their wine-making facility, and lower-level barrel
caves where the wine is aged. We tasted Dry
Riesling, Pinot Gris, and different Pinot Noirs. After
the tour, many people from our group purchased
bottles of wine to take home.
We then toured three miles south to Anne Amie
Vineyards. The tasting room is on a hillside, offering
a spectacular view of the Willamette Valley. With a
rain shower outside, our group sampled Pinot Noir,
Pinot Gris, and their late harvest Muller Thurgau
Dessert wine. During the tasting, it was great to meet
some new club members and see some familiar
faces. This event was a great kick-off to 2013, and
we hope to plan another Wine Tour soon. We thank
Lemelson Vineyard and Anne Amie Vineyard for their
hospitality. –Allen Stephens
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Technical Tips From The Experts

Do You Still Need to Winterize Your Car?
They say that there are two certainties in life: death and
taxes. But there are actually many more, like the fact that
the weatherman is wrong more often than he’s right, and
that your home repair will take longer and cost more than
you were initially told, and that every year around this time
you will begin to hear talk about “winterizing” your car. But
is it really necessary to do anything extra to prepare your
car for the possibility of snow and ice?
There was a time when cars were much more susceptible
to the extremes of winter weather, and there were indeed
some things that needed to be done to avoid getting
stranded in the midst of a snow storm. But now many of
these have been made unnecessary by technological advances. All-season tires have made snow tires somewhat
superfluous. Synthetic motor oil can withstand more extreme temperatures, negating the need to switch from
10W30 to 5W30 in the colder months. And even car batteries, the bane of many a driver in sub-zero weather, perform
better now than they did 20 years ago but need to be tested
every service.
Service stations are happy to sell you things to help your
car survive in winter. None of them are bad, they're just not
all really necessary.
My name is Michael Christopherson, Owner of Pro-Tek
Automotive, and I think such preventative measures are still
vital and a lot of that stuff is no longer necessary.
Much of what I recommend, and what the majority of articles on the subject recommend, is routine maintenance that
should be being performed anyway, regardless of the
weather. And I admit that most winterization is only really
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necessary on older cars thanks to advances in technology.
To look at the advice doled out on the various winterization articles online, it’s hard to see what most of the tips
have to do with winter. Typical advice includes “check
your windshield wiper blades and washer fluid levels.”
Why is this more important in the winter? It’s not. In fact,
I would argue it’s more essential in the spring. Snow is
easily brushed aside by dull wiper blades, but rain requires decent blade quality to ensure visibility in a downpour.
Another one is, “check your belts, hoses and brake
fluid.” Is it 1985 again? When’s the last time you could
even find a belt or a hose under the hood of a car, let
alone check them? Modern car engines are so tightly
packed that even these kinds of routine maintenance
checks have to be done in a professional garage.
Checking your brakes and inspecting your tires for wear
are other common winterization tips, but balding tires
and failing brakes are never “not dangerous”. Like the
rest of what you tend to hear this time of year, these are
things you should be checking regularly, regardless of
the wind chill factor.
The bottom line on winterization is that unless you live in
Alaska, or somewhere else where winter means weeks
of sub-zero temperatures and several months of deep
ever-present snow and your cars come with block heaters pre-installed, you don’t need to do a thing to your car
to get it ready for the winter, “provided you take good
care of it the rest of the year as well”.
-Michael Christopherson, Pro-Tek Automotive
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Event Recap: Do it Yourself at MBI Motors
20 club members brought their cars in to our Do It Yourself
event at MBI Motors on February 16th. Event chairperson
Greg Carlson kept things running smoothly, directing cars
to the lifts for various jobs. Michael Liu brought his 1956
300SL Gullwing to remove the belly pans and check for oil
leaks. Byron Pace performed a ‘B’ service on his CLK.
And Michael Hoevet brought in his ‘new’ 1965 230SL to
inspect underneath, and order shocks & bushings. Linda
Rathke served a wonderful German-themed lunch buffet.
We thank Corbin and Debbie Lancaster for opening MBI
Motors for us, and making their experienced staff and parts
department available on a Saturday.

Above: A 1956 300SL owned by Michael Liu is moved
on the lift, while a CLK owned by Byron Pace gets a ‘B’
service in the background.
Left: New member Michael Hoevet inspects his ‘new to
him’ 1965 230SL. He went through the underside of
his car and ordered new parts, and installed a new
headlight, with help from Carlos at MBI Motors.
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Classified Ads
Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members. Non-club members are charged $10 per
ad, $20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month. To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor.

1988 560SEC

1982 240D 4-door sedan

White ext./black int., 75,500 miles,
2012 Legends of the Autobahn Best of
Marque winner. Eibach springs, Euro
headlights, Nakamichi 6-CD player
(also have orig, stereo), K40 remote
radar detector, AMG muffler with 3”
heavy stainless tips, 18” hand polished
wheels, and much more.
Have been told only white/black SEC
made in ‘88. E-mail for more pictures.
$26,000. Gary Dempsey: 503-6667375
chinook@hevanet.com

1969 280SE Coupe.
Parts car or restore, 4 speed, California car, no sunroof, original color, not
a low-grille model. Price negotiable.
Ron Woodruff,
rbwgroup1@yahoo.com

Pale Yellow ext., light MB tex interior, 4-speed manual, 251K, motor
replaced at 245K by Omega Motors. In good condition, well maintained, very well loved. Service records, many new parts and upgrades. Very reliable. $4200/
negotiable. Jerry Melore 360-6070035 or gmelore@aol.com

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star!
Advertising Rates for 1 Issue / Multiple insertions receive a 15% discount
Business Card size: $12

Quarter Page: $20

Half Page: $33

Full Page: $55

To place an ad contact Allen Stephens: allenstephens@frontier.com or 503-708-0397
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Portland Section
Schedule of Events
March 2: Tour of Ron Tonkin’s Car Collection, SOLD OUT.

May 11: Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz of
Wilsonville, 10AM

March 9: Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz of
Portland, 10AM

May 18: Auto detailing event at Gallagher
Auto Spa, 10AM to Noon

March 16: Tour to WAAM Museum in Hood
Rover with BMW Club, see page 7.

June 21,22: Join Seattle Section in TriCities for ‘Radioactive’ Tour

April 6: Modern Classics Tech Event with
Pierre Hedary, see page 1 and 3.

July 13, 14: MBCA Club Corral at Portland
Historic Races, PIR.

May 4, 5: Tour to LeMay Museum and
Griot’s Garage in Tacoma.

July 21: Forest Grove Concours, 50th Anniversary of the W113 ‘Pagoda’ and 600

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information: http://portland.mbca.org

