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Show Your Mercedes-Benz
at the Forest Grove Concours

Upcoming Events

June 29th-30th : Portland
Historic Races, PIR
July 21st: Forest Grove
Concours to celebrate 50
Years of the Pagoda SL & 600.
Aug 3rd: Drive-In Movie at
99W Drive in with BMW club
Aug 16-17-18: Tour to Victoria
B.C. and Butchart Gardens

The 41st Forest Grove Concours will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the W113
‘Pagoda’ SL and Grand 600 with a special class on July 21st. MBCA members are
invited to enter their car for judging, or display-only.
MBCA members are also invited to display their car in the MBCA Display class,
which is not judged. There is also the Class R-1, for all years of Mercedes built
before 1971, where you can enter to be judged or for display-only. The Forest Grove
Concours d’Elegance features more than 300 vintage, sports and collector cars
presented on the campus of Pacific University. The deadline to enter is June 30th,
Enter at http://www.forestgroveconcours.org/Entering.html
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Class R-1 for all Mercedes-Benz through 1969

Class R-2 for W113SL and Grand 600 50th Anniversary class



Class MBCA for MBCA Display Class (non-judged)

Next Event: Portland Historic Races
Place: Portland International Raceway
Date: June 29th—30th
Time: 9AM to 5PM
Cost: Saturday spectator tickets to races are $20 at gate, $15 on-line
Registration: Car Corral registration is closed, but come to the races as a spectator and see the Club corral, vintage racing, and Grand Marshal Al Unser Jr.

President’s Message
I am happy to announce that we have two
new people on our Board of Directors.
Ellen Theodorson and Kenneth Holtan
have joined the board as Directors at
Large. During their two year term, they
will help plan and events and advise the board on other club
business.
Ellen Theodorson is planning a fun event on August 3rd. The
MBCA Portland Section and the Oregon Chapter of the BMW
Car Club of America will host a Drive-In Movie Night at the
99W drive in located in Newberg. The 99W Drive-In is one of
the last remaining Drive Ins in the northwest. It will be fun to
watch a movie in our cars on a warm summer night! See
page 10 for more information on this family-friendly event.
In May our club members enjoyed two great events. On May
18th, Gallagher Auto Spa hosted an informative session on
auto detailing. I want to extend a big ‘Thank You’ to Scott
Gallagher for hosting us and donating a free Classic Detail for
our raffle. Also, a big thanks to Sam Chinakos for chairing this
event!
I drove with the club caravan to Tacoma for the tour of the
LeMay Museum on May 4th. We had a fun group of people in
the caravan, including my wife Joan, my son Jacob, 11, and
daughter Lucy, age 4. They had a great time exploring the
museum. The biggest thrill for Jacob was the life-like slot car
track and racing simulators. The Seattle Section ran the event
with their usual precision. Our group parked on the showfield, where we kicked tires with members from Seattle and
Vancouver B.C. Overall it was a fabulous weekend in Tacoma
— kudos to Ian Gleadle and the Seattle Section.
I hope many of you can show your Mercedes-Benz at the
Forest Grove Concours d’Elegance on July 21st. We will have
a nice display of W113 Pagoda SLs, and hopefully a 600 or
two. The deadline to register is June 30th.
I am working with Past President Rus Eppler to plan a tour to
Victoria B.C and the Butchart Gardens in August. Along the
way, we have some unique sights to see including the Naval
Undersea Museum. And we will join the Vancouver Island
Section of MBCA for a Treasure Hunt event. The key to
joining this tour is to make your reservations early! See the
article on the next page for the Ferry and Hotel information.
This is going to be a wonderful summer event.
The summer solstice is June 21st — let’s get out there and
enjoy our cars this summer!
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Tour to Victoria B.C. and Butchart Gardens
Join the Portland Section for a scenic drive to Victoria
B.C , a tour of the Butchart Gardens, and a treasure hunt
with the MBCA Vancouver Island section on August 16th,
17th and 18th. This will be a great drive to world-class gardens, with some excellent sight-seeing along the way.
Friday, August 16th: We will meet at 8:30AM at Lava
Java in Ridgefield, Washington, located just north of Vancouver on I-5 at exit 14. The group will depart at 8:45AM,
for a 2 hour and 45 minute drive north, exiting I-5 at Tacoma and heading through Gig Harbor and Bremerton.
We will stop for lunch in Keyport, Washington at the
award-winning Whiskey Creek Steakhouse (http://
www.whiskeycreeksteakhouse.com/). Their menu features affordable sandwiches, burgers and salads, and
Whiskey Creek was featured on Food Network’s Restaurant Impossible. After lunch, we will stop nearby to tour
the Naval Undersea Museum. Their mission is to preserve, collect and interpret naval undersea history. The
museum features exhibits on submarine technology, diving, and includes one of the most comprehensive permanent display of torpedoes in the United States. Their web
site is http://www.navalunderseamuseum.org/.
Departing the museum at 2:45PM, we will continue north
to Port Angeles, Washington where we will drive onto the
Coho Ferry for a 90 minute crossing to Victoria. The ferry
departs Port Angeles 5:20PM, and our group will need to
be in-line for the ferry by 4:20PM. We will arrive Victoria
at 7:00PM, and drive to the James Bay Inn to check in.
Hotel and Ferry Information: If you want to sign-up for
this tour, please make Ferry and Hotel reservations now.
To make Ferry reservations, go to www.cohoferry.com or
call 1.360.457.4491. For hotel reservations, go to http://
www.jamesbayinn.com/ or call toll free 1-800-836-2649.
The James Bay Inn offers affordable rooms located in
walking distance to Victoria’s inner harbor. Room rates
are $149 per night for queen-sized bed with two people,
or one double bed is $119 per night.
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Above: The sunken gardens at the Butchart Gardens
Saturday, August 17th: We will be on our own in the
morning and early afternoon, giving time for people to
stroll to the harbor and see the sights in Victoria. We will
meet at the hotel at 2PM and depart for the Butchart Gardens. We will tour the gardens, and have a group dinner
at the gardens restaurant. We will stay to watch the fireworks at 9:15PM. Every summer Saturday night these
lavish shows dazzle visitors with their unique blend of
spectacle and music.
Sunday, August 18th: In the morning we will join the
MBCA Vancouver Island Section for a treasure hunt, followed by a late lunch. The Coho Ferry departs Victoria at
3:00PM, and you will need to be in line for the ferry by
2:00PM.
To Register for this tour:
RSVP to Rus Eppler at 503-720-3637.
Make hotel and ferry reservations right away:
Ferry reservations: www.cohoferry.com or call
1.360.457.4491.
Hotel reservations: http://www.jamesbayinn.com/ or call
toll free 1-800-836-2649.
Visiting Canada: To see what documents you need to
cross the border, visit www.cic.gc.ca Note that anyone
with a criminal record (including misdemeanors or alcohol
-related driving offenses) may not be able to enter Canada without first obtaining an approval for rehabilitation
well in advance of any planned travel.
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Board Meeting July 27th
The next Portland Section Board Meeting is July 27th, at
10AM at Mercedes-Benz of Portland located at 1605 SW
Naito Parkway, Portland, 97201. We invite all members to
attend a board meeting to provide suggestions on how we
can improve the club and provide ideas for upcoming
events.
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Recap: Detail Event at Gallagher Auto Spa

On Saturday May 18th one of our newest advertisers,
Gallagher Auto Spa, hosted an event focused on Auto
Detailing. Owner Scott Gallagher demonstrated to
Portland Section members why taking your car to a
professional detailer is worth it. Club member Barry
Corno was kind enough to let Scott demonstrate on his
1983 380SEC, the same car featured in the March/April
issue of The Star magazine.

Top Left: Scott Gallagher talks through the exterior detailing process.
Above: Club members gather around Barry Corno’s
1983 380SEC in the detail booth.

Scott has equipment that measures the thickness of the
paint and clear coat combined. He used the measuring
tool before and after polishing to show how many mils he
took off to get a deep shine. Even though Barry's car is
well cared for and can make many of us feel as though
we neglect our cars, Scott showed how under regular
lights we could not see light scratches in the clear coat.
Scott demonstrated this by working on one-half of the
trunk lid then showed us with a special light how the
scratches were evident on the side that was not worked
on and how they were gone on the side he did work on.
It was a very interactive event, with our members asking
Scott questions throughout the presentation. Club
member Harry Cordon was the winner of a free Classic
Detail, courtesy of Gallagher Auto Spa.
I can tell you from personal experience that Scott
Gallagher is a friend to our club and has a sterling
reputation in the automotive community. I encourage you
to get your vehicle(s) detailed at Gallagher Auto Spa.
–Sam Chinakos
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Not a Member?
Become a club member by completing the form below
and submitting your application by mail, by using this
QR code on your smart phone, or by applying on-line at
MBCA.org
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Radioactive Weekend with the Seattle Section
You’ve probably heard of the Manhattan Project, but how
much do you really know about it?
Do you know that the world’s first full-scale nuclear reactor
is now a National Historic Landmark located in Washington state?
Do you know that the plutonium used for the “Fat Man”
bomb was produced at the B Reactor located in the DOE
Hanford Site in Washington state?
Would you like to experience part of this history first-hand?
Then join us June 21-23, 2013 for the MBCA Seattle Section’s Radioactive Weekend.
Our first event of the weekend is Friday’s lunch in the vineyard and tour of the wine caves at the beautiful Terra
Blanca Winery & Estate Vineyard (www.terrablanca.com).
Dinner that evening will be at a venue of your choosing.
Following dinner you may want to watch the Cool Desert
Nights Cruise and join in the street dance. Visit
www.cooldesertnights.com for more information on this
event.

No events have been planned for Sunday so that you can
choose your own adventure for the trip home.
Complete the registration form below and make your hotel reservations now!
Hotel Information: Stay at the Clover Island Inn in Kennewick on June 20th and 21st; call 866-586-0542, ask for
Mercedes-Benz Group rate of $89 per night. A block of
rooms has been reserved. Questions: Call Rick or Patti
Tuttle at (509) 527-1229 or e-mail pattirick@me.com

The weekend’s main event is the Hanford B Reactor tour
on Saturday. This is a 4.5 hour tour, with about 2 hours
allocated for touring the B Reactor itself. (Note: Cameras,
cell phones, and other recording devices ARE allowed.
Participants must be at least 12 years old. More details
can be found at
www.manhattanprojectbreactor.hanford.gov) There are 2
tour departure times available (8:00am & 10:30am) to offer
you some flexibility.
Those of you who opt for the early tour will caravan to a
delicious lunch at Taverna Tagaris
(www.tagariswines.com). After lunch you may choose to
participate in a fused glass class in the studio at Barnard
Griffin (www.barnardgriffin.com), where you will make a
unique souvenir of your trip, followed by a tasting tour of
your making (a map of local wineries and a distillery will be
provided). Or you may choose to skip the glass class and
go straight to the tastings and beautiful scenery. Just remember to make it back in time for the evening’s banquet.
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Recap: Over 100 Members at LeMay Museum Tour

On May 4th, 18 cars and 36 members from the
Portland Section journeyed north to Tacoma to tour
the LeMay Museum and attend a detail clinic at
Griot’s Garage. Those joining the caravan from
Portland included Ed and Viki Waite, Greg and Nancy
Buechler and John and Toni Hoppes.
At the LeMay museum we parked our cars on the
show field, along with Mercedes-Benz from Seattle,
B.C. and Vancouver Island sections. A total of 60
cars and 108 members participated in the LeMay
Museum/Griot’s Garage weekend.

Above: Main exhibit hall at the LeMay Museum.
Top Left: MB Club members park on the show field.
Below: 1948 Tucker Torpedo.
Bottom: 1938 Mercedes-Benz 380SS with coachwork
by Erdman & Rossi.

Docents escorted small groups of people into the
museum to walk through the four floors of automotive
exhibits. On display was an excellent cross section of
classic cars, both American and European. The 1933
Mercedes-Benz 380SS, with coachwork by Erdman &
Rossi, is one of the rarest Mercedes-Benz
automobiles in the world. On the lower floors we
found a 1972 Mercedes 300SEL – not that rare but a
great example of a W109 chassis. For me, it was a
real treat seeing the museum’s 1948 Tucker Torpedo.
Conceived by Preston Tucker, only 51 were built.
With an engine in the rear and other advanced safety
features, it was way ahead of its time.
After the tour of the museum, many MBCA members
enjoyed dinner at BJ’s Brewhouse. With summer-like
weather, it was a perfect end to a great day. Thanks
to the Seattle Section for hosting this event!
-Allen Stephens
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Griot’s Garage Hosts Portland & Seattle Sections
Detailing our Mercedes was the perfect way to wrap up the
LeMay Museum weekend event on a perfect Northwest
spring day with temperatures reaching the 80’s. Living in
the NW one always takes advantage of top down weather
to really enjoy our SL’s. The professional staff at Griot’s
Garage welcomed over 50 members from British Columbia,
Portland and Seattle section’s to demonstrate the Griot’s
method of detailing our Mercedes with their products. Receiving a club discount on products allowed many to restock their detailing inventory and learn techniques from the
professionals at Griot’s Garage.
A Mercedes 180 ponton sedan with original paint, with
some oxidation was the perfect candidate to demonstrate
the products available to detail this classic sedan. The right
rear fender was the demo area to demonstrate the SprayOn wash, when the traditional hose and bucket is not available. Next, the “paint cleaning clay” process is used with
Speed Shine to lubricate the surface as you remove contaminates that even polish can not get out by lifting it off the
surface. The process safely removes and cleans the surface prior to polishing/waxing the car.
Using the electric random orbital power polisher, the fender
was polished using a fine polish and members learned the
proper techniques/steps to use the polisher and various
products to remove tiny scratches and oxidation in the
paint, bringing the finish back to the original factory finish
luster. To protect the polished surface, the Premium Carnauba paste wax was applied by hand using a wax applicator. Wait about 15 minutes and buff off with a micro fiber
towel. What an easy on and off process with the wax. I
added a container to my inventory of detailing products.
Once your car is detailed, and to maintain the just waxed
look, various products were demonstrated to enhance the
just waxed look for months. Two products, I use on my daily
drivers are the One Step Sealant that holds up for about 9-
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Above: Mercedes-Benz automobiles from the Portland,
Seattle and B.C. Sections line up in front of Griot’s H.Q.

12 months and Speed Shine used after the Mercedes are
washed.
We moved to maintaining/cleaning wheels on a 1990
500SL, using a variety of products available.
Members had the opportunity to use the electric buffer to
get the feel of using an electric buffer on the car to use
the polish and wax products. Many valuable tips and
tricks of detailing were discussed and demonstrated in
maintaining your Mercedes finish
Most members stocked up on detailing supplies at the
Griot’s store. This store is a guy’s store, period… What a
great session with members from BC & Portland attending, and meeting new Mercedes members from the NW
region.
-Jim Houk, Seattle Section
.
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See a Drive-In Movie with the BMW Club Aug. 3rd

The Portland Section is excited to announce a “drivein” (literally) event on Saturday, August 3, at Newberg’s
historic “99W Drive-In.” The Oregon BMW CCA (Car Club
of America) is joining us for this event, so expect to see a
variety of great German cars at the drive-in!
The theater - one of the last few remaining drive-in's in our
part of the country - is located on Highway 99 about 15
miles South of Portland. Information about the theater
can be found at www.99w.com. The box office opens at
6:30 p.m., and the film will start at dusk. Because the theater's schedule varies from week-to-week, we won't know
which film is screening that night till the week before the
event.
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If you're interested in attending, please email club
member Ellen Theodorson
at ellentheodorson@yahoo.com. We'll follow up with
an email reminder as the date approaches and we
learn which film is screening on August 3. The only
cost to attend this event is the "99W Drive-In" admission fee.
With a good turn-out from the MBCA and the Oregon
BMW CCA, it should be a great scene at the "99W
Drive-In" on August 3!
-Ellen Theodorson
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Classified Ads
Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members. Non-club members are charged $10 per
ad, $20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month. To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor.

1968 Mercedes-Benz 250S

1989 Mercedes-Benz 560SL

Wanted: MB HEPCO Luggage

New silver paint, cognac MB-Tex
interior. Over $5,000 spend on
restoration. New brakes, tires, battery,
headliner, body trim, door seals, trunk
seal, window channels, window
sweeps, heater core, taillight seals,
rear window seal, antenna, dash cover,
shift gate liner, more. Immaculate,
brand new custom-cut carpet set.
Solid, straight car. Not concours, but
very nice. Minimal rust in trunk
repaired. Automatic with floor shift. No
a/c, no radio. Heater controls rebuilt,
work perfectly. Ran very well until the
head gasket just blew. Turns over,
won't start. Now my kid needs braces
and I can't put any more into the
project. First $1,000 takes it. Great
project for someone with a little more
cash and mechanical ability. Or if you
have a w108, this would be a
phenomenal parts car. Call me or email
me; I have an excellent set of photos.
Jay Warren, 541-582-2224, email:
warrensculpture@yahoo.com.

One owner car. Desert Taupe w/
Parchment interior. 28,000 miles.
Major service just completed. Contact: John DeYoung 425-481-6658 or
jed2504@aol.com (Seattle)

I am a local MBCA member and am
working on a long-term project gathering pictures, specifications and information regarding Mercedes' option
luggage made by HEPCO from
the1960's to the 1970's. If you own a
set, or even a single piece, please
contact me, as I would like to visit,
measure, photograph your piece(s) for
my project. (Local club references
available). Thanks, Doug M. 503-6896070 tradin.shells@gmail.com

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star!
Advertising Rates for 1 Issue / Multiple insertions receive a 15% discount
Business Card size: $12

Quarter Page: $20

Half Page: $33

Full Page: $55

To place an ad contact Allen Stephens: allenstephens@frontier.com or 503-708-0397
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Portland Section
Schedule of Events
June 21-22: Join Seattle Section in TriCities for ‘Radioactive’ Tour

Aug 11th: Seattle Section Regional Show
and Shine, Mountlake Terrace, WA.

June 29-30: MBCA Club Corral at Portland
Historic Races, PIR. Registration closed.

Aug 16-17-18: Tour to Victoria B.C. and
Butchart Gardens. See page 3.

July 21: Forest Grove Concours, 50th Anniversary of the W113 ‘Pagoda’ and 600

Sept 7th: Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz of
Wilsonville, 10AM

July 27th: Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz
of Portland, 10AM

Sept 14th: Oregon Festival of Cars, Bend,
Oregon.

Aug 3rd: Drive in Movie Night with BMW
Club at 99W Drive-In in Newberg.

Nov 16th: Annual General Meeting, Saylers
Old Country Kitchen.

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information: http://portland.mbca.org

