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Next Event: Holiday Drive at PIR
Place: Red Lion at the Quay, 100 Columbia Street, Vancouver, WA
Date: December 8
Time: 4:30 PM
Cost: No-host food & beverages, $16 per carload, can of food

Details on page 3; full Events Calendar on page 12
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We are considering a number of 
additional events for 2013. Contact 
Allen Stephens (see page 2) with 
yours.

The editor of this newsletter has announced his intention to abandon a 
well-meaning, respectable Mercedes-Benz car club so that he might 
pursue a life of insolence with a dishy blonde in far-away lands.

That’s the thanks we get for naming him Member 
of the Year.

And while he admits that the Member-of-the-Year 
thing was a compelling argument for staying on 
the job, he’s outta here nonetheless, leaving this 
newsletter as abandoned as a mongrel dog in the 
Hamptons.

Who wants his job?

There’s ample reward: you’ll see your work in 
print once a month, you’ll pad your résumé with one of the most prestigious 
brand names in the world, and who knows: you too may receive an award for 
your efforts.

Familiarity with a publishing program is required. The ability to determine when 
to use its and it’s is a necessity. And any penchant for beginning a sentence 
with the word and must be quashed.

Seriously, the Northwestern Star needs an editor. Tom Lichty, the outgoing edi-
tor, will remain for a couple of months to assist with the transition, but the next 
issue – January – will be all yours.

Contact Allen Stephens or Tom Lichty (see page two for contact information) 
for details.

Who wants the job?

Newsletter Editor Wanted



Questions? Call Allen Stephens at 503.708.0397 or the National Business Office at 800.637.2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org.

Page 2

President’s Message Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America, 

Portland Section

Officers:
President

Allen Stephens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .708 .0397
allenstephens@frontier .com

Vice President
Sam Chinakos .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .360-952-2414
stltube@aol .com

Secretary/Treasurer
Hal Harper .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .208-2052
hal .harper@comcast .net

Board of Directors: (Expiration year)
Greg Buechler (2012)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .640 .6389
gtbuechler@hotmail .com

Stacy Rollins (2013)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .645 .0675
stacy@stacyrollins .com

Jerry Sorenson (2013)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 541 .617 .9297
jerrys@q .com

Mike Spicer (2012)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .550 .1403
mike_p_spicer@hotmail .com

Ron Woodruff (2013)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .708 .8151
rbwgroup1@yahoo .com

Northwest Regional Director:
Barry Patchett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 250 .246 .5329
bmpatchett@shaw .ca

Newsletter Editor/Advertising:
Tom Lichty .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .998 .9072
tlichty@gmail .com

Portland Section Webmaster:
Len Wolford .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 206 .384 .7868
2 .0tdipower@gmail .com

Membership:
Pam Burback  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .236 .1737
burbs5@aol .com

Historian:
Jim Thompson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .633 .2366
jim814817@hotmail .com

Concours d’Elegance:
Allen Stephens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .708 .0397
allenstephens@frontier .com

Past President:
Rus Eppler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 503 .720 .3637

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland 
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc ., and is provided 
solely for the benefit of its members . Opinions are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher 
or MBCA, Inc . 

We encourage submissions—articles, photos—from our mem-
bers . Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care 
of the editor . We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions 
and/or advertising . 

Copyright © 2012 MBCA Portland . All rights reserved .

Our Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on Nov 17th was great 

fun and I thank all members who 
attended. We handed out mem-
bership pins to those members 
who reached a five, ten, fifteen, or 
twenty year milestone. We honored 
two members who have been members of the Port-
land Section for thirty-five years: Russ Erdman and 
Stephen Zielinski. I presented Russ with his pin, but 
unfortunately Stephen was unable to attend so I mailed 
his to him. Thank you Russ and Stephen for your mem-
bership in the Portland Section! 

Also at the AGM we presented Tom Lichty, editor of 
this newsletter, the Member of the Year award. Tom 
has made immense contributions to our club, includ-
ing being recognized by MBCA for delivering ‘The Best 
Printed Newsletter’ of all 89 MBCA Sections nation-
wide. Thank you Tom!

Part of our agenda at the AGM was to get input from 
members on event ideas for 2013. Our goal is to en-
sure we are delivering fun and informational events that 
enable you to get the most from your Mercedes-Benz. 
Some of the event ideas discussed included a drive 
to Tacoma to tour the LeMay Automobile Museum, a 
driving tour through Oregon Wine Country, and a drive 
from Estacada to Detroit Lake via the sublime High-
way 224. We also discussed bringing back the informal 
‘Mercedes and Mocha’ events. At our next board meet-
ing on January 12th we will take these ideas and cre-
ate our Events Calendar for the year. 

Meanwhile, here is a partial list of events for 2013: On 
January 19th, we will bring back ‘Mercedes and Mocha’ 

See “President,” page 3

Club Members gather at Saylor’s Old Country Kitchen for the 
2012 AGM, prime rib, and good times. (Photo by Hal Harper)
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by meeting at Starbucks off I-5 at Carman Drive for the 
‘Cars and Coffee’ event, then going on a drive to lunch 
in Carlton, Oregon. In February are planning a Do it 
Yourself event at MBI Motors, where you can get your 
car on the lift and conduct winter maintenance items. In 
March we will have a rare opportunity to tour the Italian 
car collection of local car dealer Ron Tonkin. (Space 
will be limited so watch this space for registration infor-
mation.) Also in March we will have an open house at 
the new Mercedes-Benz dealership on Canyon Road 
in Beaverton; we are still firming up the date. In April 
we are planning a Tech Event focused on ignition and 
fuel injection systems for older Mercedes-Benz mod-
els. In May look for a detail clinic at our new advertiser, 
Gallagher Auto Spa. And Rus Eppler is planning a tour 
to Victoria B.C. and the Butchart Gardens in August.

On the weekend of May 4-5 we plan to join the Seattle 
Section for a drive to the LeMay Museum in Tacoma 
and dinner. We haven’t confirmed the exact date. Look 
for more details in the January Northwestern Star.

— Allen Stephens

“President,”  from page 2

On December 8th join us for our annual Food Drive 
and lap around Portland International Raceway 

for the Winter Wonderland Holiday Lights. We plan to 
meet at 4:30 PM at Red Lion Hotel at the Quay (you 
may remember it as “The Inn at the Quay”) at 100 
Columbia Street in Vancouver, Washington for no-host 
food and beverages. At 6:00 we’ll drive across the river 
to PIR, where we will meet the local Audi club for a 
drive through the Winter Wonderland holiday lights 
display.

Recognized throughout the Pacific Northwest as the 
“Largest Holiday Light Show West of the Mississippi”, 
the 20th annual Winter Wonderland will grab your at-
tention with glimmers and glows around every corner 
– over 250 colorful light set pieces await, many of them 
animated. You drive the racetrack in your own car and 
view the lights from within. 

If we have ten or more vehicles, we will get the group 
rate of $10 per carload (cash or check only – no debit 
or credit cards), and remember to bring a can of food 
(or more) to donate to the Portland Sunshine Division. 
Over two million visitors have taken the Winter Won-
derland journey since its origin nearly twenty years 
ago, helping to contribute over $523,000 and over 38 
tons (76,000 pounds) of food to the Sunshine Division. 

If you plan to attend, please notify Pam Burback by 
Dec 5th (tel: 503-236-1737 or e-mail burbs5@aol.com) 
so she can make appropriate reservations at The Red 
Lion.

At PIR

Annual Winter Wonderland 
Drive December 8th
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Edward Shyduik
Joe Shyduik
Lou Shyduik
Dottie Shyduik

3105-A NE 65th Street
Vancouver, WA  98683

Tel: (380) 695-4979
Fax: (360) 695-9441

Vancouver Transmission Service
“Transmission Specialists”

50 Years Experience

Following November’s Annual General Meeting, 
Portland Section President Allen Stephens an-

nounced the tentative events calendar for the 2013 cal-
endar year. Some tasty opportunities were promised, 
including:

• March 2 — A tour of Ron Tonkin’s car collection. 
The Tonkin family has represented Lotus, Masera-
ti, and Ferrari for more years than most of us care 
to remember; and as one might expect, they’ve 
amassed a collection of exotics that brings car 
lovers to their knees. This event is just now being 
firmed up. Watch the Northwestern Star for details.

• March TBD — Open House and tour of the new 
Mercedes-Benz dealership on Canyon Road in 
Beaverton. This is quite a treat for club members: 
the first new Mercedes dealership in the area in 
years. See state of the art facilities and a slew of 
new models! The date is to be determined.

• April TBD — Tech event featuring Mercedes-Benz 
ignition and fuel injection for older cars.

• May TBD — Interior and exterior detailing clinic at 
Gallagher Auto Spa.

• May 4-5 — Tour of the LeMay auto collection

• June TBD — A driving event to Timberline Lodge, 
possibly in conjunction with the Audi Club NW.

• July 13–14 — Club Corral at the Portland Historic 
Races.

• July 21 — Concours d’Elegance at Forest Grove, 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the W113 Pa-
goda.

• August TBD — A tour to Victoria. B.C. and Butchart 
Gardens.

• September 14 — Oregon Festival of Cars in Bend.

• November 16 — Annual General Meeting.

There’s more, of course – much more. Your resource 
for the upcoming event schedule is in your hands: the 
Northwestern Star always lists upcoming events on the 
last page, just below the mailing panel. Check it out 
every month!

Even more to come

2013 Events Calendar 
Announced
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Paint & Body
Craftmanship

for your

Mercedes-Benz

— Accommodating Service —
— State-of-the-Art Facility —

— Quality-Conscious Craftsmen —

1011 SE Lincoln Street
Portland, Oregon  97214

(503) 238-1868

incolnL
treetS

otorsM

Join the club on January 19th for an informal ‘Cars 
and Coffee’ gathering and casual drive to lunch in 

Wine Country. We will meet at the Starbuck’s just off the 
Carman Drive I-5 exit at 15350 SW Sequoia Parkway. 
Cars and Coffee is a great place to meet other local car 
enthusiast and check out some cool automobiles. We 
will depart at 10AM on a route that will take us through 
the hills to Carlton for a no-host lunch at a local bistro 
or winery. We are still firming up the destination; check 
the January Northwestern Star for details.

Wine Country Drive Jan. 19

Mercedes-Benz has purchased an advertisement 
spot for the 2013 Super Bowl, and has already 

confirmed super model Kate Upton will star in the sixty- 
second commercial.

“(The commer-
cial) will be a 
tongue-in-cheek 
depiction of how 
far a person 
might—or might 
not—go to get 
their heart’s de-
sire,” according 
to Mercedes-
Benz represen-
tatives. 

This is the sec-
ond Super Bowl 
commercial for Upton, who previously appeared in 
an advertisement for Carl’s Jr.’s Southwest Patty Melt 
sandwich. That advertisement was later banned in the 
U.S. for being too “revealing” according to company 
representatives. 

Mercedes-Benz has confirmed that Upton won’t be 
driving a car in the advertisement, as she doesn’t have 
her own driver’s license.

(Story courtesy New York Post)

For Super Bowl 2013

M-B Commercial Announced

Kate Upton on the cover of the November, 
2012 Vogue Italia.
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MBCA Membership Application
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

FULL NAME

ASSOCIATE MEMBER (ANOTHER HOUSEHOLD MEMBER)

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY                                                                          STATE                                    ZIP

HOME PHONE                                                         BUSINESS PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

MERCEDES-BENZ VEHICLES YOU NOW OWN (YEAR AND MODEL)

INTEREST(S): (check as many as you like)
 driving events  car shows  social events
 car care  technical  The Star

SIGN ME UP FOR: (check one)

UNITED STATES:
 1 year ($49)  2 years ($95)  3 years ($139)

INTERNATIONAL: (including Canada)
 1 year ($59)  2 years ($115)  3 years ($169)
Make checks or money orders payable to MBCA (U.S. funds only), or use VISA, 
MasterCard, American Express, or Discover.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE

SECTION PREFERENCE (OR WE WILL ASSIGN BY ZIP CODE)

REFERRED BY MEMBER (IF A MEMBER, MEMBER # IF AVAILABLE)

PAYMENT: (check one)
 Check/Money Order (U.S. Funds)  Credit Card

CREDIT CARD NUMBER   EXP. DATE

CREDIT CARD BILLING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT THAN MAILING ADDRESS)

You can also join online at www.mbca.org
or telephone us at (800) 637-2360 8-5 PM (Mountain Time)

MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs, CO  80909
(719) 633-6427; (719) 633-9283 (fax)
To contribute to the MBCA Educational Foundation, please send (separate) check 
made payable to MBCAEF, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs, CO  80909.

MBCAEF, a 501 (c) (3) non-profi t organization, will furnish you with a receipt for 
your tax-deductible donation.

Not a Member?
Become a club member by completing the form below and 
submitting your application by mail, by using the QR code on 
your smart phone, or by applying online at MBCA.org/join-today.
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Blonde

in a
Benz

The Blonde, now a world-renowned car colum-
nist, revealed in a public appearance the other 
night that she only “pretends to be interested” in 

cars. As is typical of the Blonde, only after she said this 
did she think about it. Why? Why would one pretend?

And immediately, the answer came. To please some 
wonderful men in her life. 
Please don’t go all radi-
cal feminist about this. 
There’s more.

The Blonde’s father was 
a wonderful man: kind, 
funny, magnetic, and in-
terested in cars. A tin-
kerer, a carpenter, an 
electronics whiz (though 
by profession an optom-
etrist) he was intrigued 
by how things worked. He 
could make anything. The 
Blonde loved hanging out with her dad, who treated 
her like a fellow adult and a smart person all her life. 

This love of cars inspired the Blonde’s big brother, 
Dick, who after years of reading Car and Driver, was 
old enough to drive. He joined Dad in his excitement 
about the annual September unveiling of the new mod-
els, followed by much discussion of same.

Meanwhile, a collection of mostly used cars rotated 
through the family driveway, and they were never treat-
ed as just machines. (Well, maybe the Chryslers were.) 
There was a 1960 Impala convertible, a 1958 Saab, 
and just for me, a 1965 push-button Valiant that was 
pickle green and lacked reverse. They all had names 
(the Valiant was named “Ugly”) and were family pets.

The Blonde well remembers BroDick teaching her to 
drive a stick. “Why?” she wailed, after his 38th temper 
tantrum over clumsy shifting and bad clutching. “Be-
cause guys think it’s sexy,” he said, which really shut 
her up. In spite of this bit of bad behavior on his part, 
BroDick was, and is, a powerfully magnetic person 
who early on became one of the Blonde’s best friends.

When she was sixteen, Dick hauled her up to a party 
on Cape Cod, and urged her to test drive an MGA 

and an MGB, cars that belonged to two of BroDick’s 
college friends. The lessons paid off – the boys were 
impressed, BroDick was proud – and the Blonde 
earned her very first ever beer. 

As wild single folk, Blonde and Bro would travel to meet 
each other, once at the Indianapolis 500. Much later, he 

acquired a 1973 Porsche Car-
rera RS and delighted in strap-
ping her in for a way-too-fast, 
seemingly hours-long thrill ride 
through the mountains above 
Malibu, cherishing every scream 
of terror from shotgun. 

So, you see, much was done to 
please magnetic BroDick, and 
much of it had to do with pre-
tending to be interested in cars. 

In time the Blonde met the Boy-
friend, who had a BMW and 

subscriptions to three car magazines. Otherwise, he 
didn’t seem to obsess much about cars. Things got so 
close that the Blonde took him to Malibu to meet BroD-

Isn’t that what love is all about?

Fathers, Brothers, and Boyfriends

See “Blonde,” page 9
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Wow. What a surprise. I’m thoroughly humbled.

I’m talking about the club’s Annual General 
Meeting (AGM), held each year in November. Pins 
are distributed for long-term members, there are many 
door prizes, and most of the board usually attends, giv-
ing members the opportunity to see who’s running the 
show.

But this year I was taken by surprise.

First, I learned that this newsletter had received the 
2012 Best Printed Newsletter Award from among the 
eighty-some newsletters in the MBCA. I didn’t even 
know we had been nominated! I’m proud of this news-
letter, but I hardly expected to receive an award for it, 
especially when you consider all the other excellent 
newsletters around the country.

Then, to compound my delight, President Allen Ste-
phens proclaimed me Member of the Year. I knew the 
newsletter award was coming, but the Member of the 
Year Award took me by complete surprise.

It was a delightful 
occasion (not just 
for me), especially 
when you factor 
in the prime rib at 
Saylor’s. To all of 
you who were in-
volved with either 
award, my humble 
thanks. I’m honored 
(and well fed!).

I also took the op-
portunity at the 
AGM to reveal 
the identity of the 
Blonde in a Benz. 
I doubt many 
were surprised to 
discover that the 
Blonde is in real 
life my wife, Louise 
Lague. Louise has 
been a journalist 
for over thirty years 
– most with Time-
Life Publications 
as an editor for 
People magazine 
– and couldn’t re-
sist the temptation to camp up her lifelong ambition to 
own a Mercedes-Benz convertible. She certainly has 
done that, and she tells me that she’s going to miss the 
Blonde as much as she’ll miss our SLK.

All this makes it even more difficult for us to walk away 
from the club, the newsletter, and our favorite little car. 
Louise and I have decided to take advantage of that 
sublime window that opens in life when the kids are 
grown, the bills are paid, and the health is reliable. 
We’re taking that opportunity to move overseas for 
at least a year, renting apartments around the world. 
There are few Mercedes where we’re going in Girona, 
Spain (unless you count trucks). We’re going to Crete 
in July – I don’t expect to see many Mercedes on a re-
mote island like that either. And in Bellagio (Italy, where 
we’re staying in August), you can count the cars on the 
fingers of one hand. All of them. The United States re-
ally is the land of cars. It’s hard for a car guy like me to 
leave – especially since we won’t have one of our own.

But leave we will, and we’ll be a world away from the 
Northwest; so with this issue of the newsletter Louise 
and I bid you a fond farewell – very fond. We will con-
tinue to follow the club online, and we wish you all con-
tinuing success with this remarkable organization.

— Tom Lichty

Club President Allen Stephens poses 
with Louise Lague, AKA the Blonde in 
a Benz, at the 2012 AGM.

Over fifty members attended the Annual General Meeting at 
Saylor’s Country Kitchen November 17th.

Editor’s column

A Truly Humbling Annual General Meeting

Member of the Year. Louise is seated 
to my right. (Photo: Hal Harper)
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Birmingham, Alabama • May 18-22, 2013

Come for the Fun!
• Vintage Races at Barber Motorsports
• U.S. Space & Rocket Center and NASA Tour
• Shopping
• Garden & Museum Tours
• Something for everyone ...

StarTech 2013

For information and registration package contact Liz Roberson
at lizroberson2013@gmail.com | 205.822.8460

Mercedes-Benz Club of America  |  Alabama Section  |  www.StarTech2013.org

®

Come for the Tech!
• Factory Tours of Mercedes-Benz U.S. International (MBUSI)
• MBUSA and MBUSI Speakers
• Touring Laps – Barber Motorsports Road Course
• Technical Seminars

– Maintenance
– Repairs

– Restoration
– Modification

– Manufacturing

MBUSI Headquarters

ick. Then BroDick took him on one of those ritualistic 
Porsche rides. 

“How’d you like that ride?” BroDick asked him. “Well, 
two problems,” the Boyfriend replied. “Too slow and 
too short.” That cemented the relationship and they’ve 
been BFFs ever since. One day they spent hours in the 
garage with the hood open, studying a particular six-
inch wire, discussing its importance, its quality, its cost, 
the bargain BroDick got on the internet, and so forth. I 
think the Boyfriend actually admired the wire.

BroDick called the Blonde aside and said “I love this 
guy!” And at that moment, the Blonde intuited that she 
had many years ahead of her of pretending to be inter-
ested in cars.

Now, you are thinking, this Blonde is a doormat, a peo-
ple-pleaser, a malleable lump of clay. Perhaps. The 
Boyfriend and I have many, many interests in common. 
But there is an exchange of fake interests in this rela-
tionship. For example, he would never go near a De-
signer Shoe Warehouse, but last week he spent hours 
there while I shopped. He once initiated a drive all the 
way to Lacey, Washington, to visit an acre-size bead 
store, just because he knew the Blonde would love it. 
And every once in awhile, he even agrees to go out for 
Chinese food. 

There are many more examples I could cite. But really, 
isn’t that what love is all about? Do we go to our kids’ 
soccer games because we love soccer? Do we throw 
holiday parties because we love the food and the both-
er of it all? No, we do many things because we love 
people – fathers, brothers, boyfriends, girlfriends, and 
children, and their children’s children. And because 
that’s a great way of loving ourselves as well.

“Blonde,”  from page 7

The Boyfriend (at left) and BroDick admiring wires under the 
hood of the Carrera RS. (Is it still a hood if it’s in the back?)
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Justin Bieber’s brand-new Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
van has been given pricey custom upgrades by 

the exotic body shop West Coast Customs—including 
high-definition TVs, Alcantara-covered bucket seats, a 
computer dock, and a “fully operational recording stu-
dio along the passenger side”—and delivered to the 
5-foot-7 singer’s home. Bieber couldn’t contain his eu-
phoria over his new ride, and in a misguided attempt at 
male bonding he proceeded to trash West Coast Cus-
toms’ rival, Platinum Motorsport, in front of an assem-
bled entourage of bodyguards, managers, and musical 
hangers-on. “Platinum can [get lost], man,” Bieber is 
quoted as having said. “West Coast all day!”

(The expletive deleted above was considerably more 
metaphorical than what we have substituted, and un-
deniably X-rated. Gently reprimanded by a West Coast 
Customs representative, Bieber backtracked with a 
gesture of bromance.)

“I’m eighteen years old and I’m a swaggy adult!” he 
is quoted as having yelled to the crowd before invit-
ing them into his mobile recording studio to hear some 
new tracks. “Come on, swaggy bros!”

Reporters for the Northwestern Star were not invited 
to the event.

What, exactly, does ‘swaggy’ mean?

M-B Biebermobile Delivered

The Mercedes-Benz Biebermobile. There are others, including a 
chromed Fiskar sedan and a flat-black Cadillac CTSV.
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Classified Ads
Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members. Non-club members are charged $10 per ad,  
$20 with a picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month.

You may place an ad by contacting the editor.

1983 MERCEDES 300SD TURBO DIESEL. SILVER BLUE/
DARK BLUE LEATHER. SUNROOF, POWER WINDOWS, 
GARAGED. RUNS WELL, BODY IN GOOD CONDITION.
148,000 MILES.  $5,000 OR BEST OFFER.
 JULIE McBEE  541-992-2010, jewelsct@centurytel.net

1999 Mercedes-Benz 500SL Roadster 2-door. Like-new 
condition. V-8 engine. Mileage 42,000. Black with black 
leather interoir. Sports package. Premium sound system 
with AM/FM and multi disc. Premium wheels. Cruise con-
trol. Climate control and heated seats. Power seats and 
power door locks. Air bags. Anti-lock brakes. Power mirrors. 
Rain-sensing wipers. Included with the price of the car is a 
hard-top hoist and floor rack for the hard top.
Chuck and Judy Tontz: 503-861-3062. $20,000.

1972 300SEL 4.5 Blue metallic/dark blue leather. Sunroof, 
column shift. 152,000 mi. Runs very well. Rear air suspen-
sion excellent; front replaced with 280SEL springs. Fresh 
tune-up,including new belts and plug wires. New heater 
controls, but needs radio and front seat leather. Stainless 
steel exhaust. Best offer over $5,000. Peter Richardson 
503-472-9614. prichard@linfield.edu.

1969 280SE coupe  Parts car or restore,4 speed, CA car, 
no sunroof, original color, not a low-grill model. Price nego-
tiable.  Ron Woodruff, rbwgroup1@yahoo.com.

Two Griot’s Garage Custom Weathershield® Car Cov-
ers new in the box, manufactured by CoverCraft.
1) One car cover fits a 2007-12 Mercedes GL Class base 
with two mirror pockets. The cover cost $560+ and is red 
in color. My price is firm at $250. 
2) The other car cover fits Mercedes Benz 500SL 1990-
93 but likely fits other years of the SL. Check the Griot’s 
website. The cover cost $380+ and is blue in color. My 
price is firm at $150. 
I also have a new Griot’s Garage Custom Dustop® 
Car Cover that fits the 2000-2002 Mercedes Benz CLK 
Coupe, but may fit other years. Check the Griot’s website 
to see if it fits your car. The cover cost $280+ and is tan in 
color. My price is firm at $125.
Harry Cordon  hcc.1@q.com 360-891-1493
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Portland Section 
Schedule of Events

———

        facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Portland-Section
http://portland.mbca.org/  

Dec 8:  Toy drive and Holiday Lights at PIR. Story on 
page 3.

January 12: Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz of Wil-
sonville. 10:00 AM.

January 19: Wine Country Drive. Meet at Starbucks 
at the Carman Drive exit off I-5. 9:00 AM. Story on 
page 5.

February 9 or 16: Do-it-yourself at MBI Motors, 1309 
SE Hawhorne Blvd., Portland. Date and time TBD.

March 2: Tour of Ron Tonkin’s car collection. Story on 
page 4.

March TBD: Open House at Mercedes-Benz of Bea-
verton. See page 4.

A number of ideas were mentioned by the member-
ship at November’s Annual General Meeting, includ-
ing  a drive from Estacada to Detroit Lake, more Cars 
and Coffee events, a drive to the LeMay Museum in 
Tacoma, and a tour of the Groit’s headquarters. Watch 
this space for details.


