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Welcome, New Members 

 
April 19th:  Service Open 
House, Freeman Motors, 9AM 
 
May 10th:  Board Meeting, MB 
of Wilsonville, 10AM 
 
May 17th:  Concours Judging 
School, 10AM-2PM.  M-B of 
Wilsonville. 
 
June 14th:  Swap Meet, Bur-
back Motors, 10AM-2PM 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday April 19th, 2014 for an event the Freeman 

Motors Service Facility.  The event will be from 9 am until 11 am at their service facility 

located at 6320 S.W. Macadam Avenue, Portland, OR 97239.  The service facility is 8 

blocks north of their main dealership.  

This event will focus on the services that Freeman Motor Co. offers and will be put on 

by Jeff Parker (Service Manager).  Unknown to many people, Freeman has both a 

service facility and offers auto detail.  Their service department will be the focus of the 

event.  Plus, we will raffle a $100 Gift Certificate to the Freeman Motors Service 

Department! 

They are very well known and respected for the level of integrity that they bring to the 

used car market.  When you visit their web site you can’t help but notice that the 

emphasis is on European cars.   

I look forward to a large turnout as I’m sure there will be more events in the future with 

Freeman.  Let’s show Freeman the MB Club spirit.  Please RSVP with me via email.   

samuel.chinakos@gmail.com 
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Gregory Remington, McMinnville 

Peter Zoltanski, Portland 

 

Service Open House at  
Freeman Motors April 19th 

Next Event:   Service Open House at Freeman Motors 
 

Place:  Freeman Motors, 6320 S.W. Macadam Avenue, Portland, OR 97239  

Date:   Saturday, April 19th 

Time:  9:00AM to 11:00AM 

Cost:  None 

Registration: RSVP to Sam Chinakos at samuel.chinakos@gmail.com  

mailto:samuel.chinakos@gmail.com
mailto:samuel.chinakos@gmail.com


 

 APRIL 2014 NORTHWESTERN STAR  PAGE 2 

B Class Electric to Oregon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With lively performance, networked technology and 

uncompromising comfort in a sporty package, the 

groundbreaking B-Class Electric Drive paves the way to an 

earth-friendly future at a surprising pace. 

Based on the conventionally powered B-Class that's already a 

bestseller overseas, this zero-emission variant boasts an 

advanced electric motor that delivers 174 horsepower and a 

range of more than 100 miles* on a single charge. It's a fresh, 

fully connected approach to driving that's equal parts 

responsibility and exhilaration — and every part Mercedes-

Benz. 

 

Want to ride ahead of the curve on every trip? The all-new B-

Class Electric Drive will be available starting summer 2014 at 

authorized Mercedes-Benz dealers in select states — Oregon 

included — CA, CT, MA, MD, ME, NJ, NY, OR, RI and VT — 

and then nationwide in early 2015.  Key features are: 

 

 Bold, compact four-door design with seating for five 

 Advanced electric motor delivering 174 horsepower and 

250 lb-ft of torque 

 Range of more than 100 miles on a full charge* 

 Easily charged at any standard outlet 

 From a heavy-duty, 240 volt power source: full charge in 

four hours, with a 60-mile charge achieved in less than 

two** 

 Available Blind Spot Assist, Lane Keeping Assist and 

Active Parking Assist 

 

-From www.mbca.org 

Mercedes-Benz Club  
Of America,  

Portland Section 

Officers: 
 
President 
 Rus Eppler….……………….503-720-3637 
  
Vice President 
  Ron Woodruff……………….503-708-8151 
 rbwgroup1@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Hal Harper…………………...503-208-2052 
 hal.harper@comcast.net 
 
Board of Directors: (Expiration Year) 
 Stacy Rollins (2013) ………..503-645-0675 
 stacy@stacyrollins.com 
 
 Jerry Sorenson (2013) ……..541-617-9297 
 jerrys@q.com 
 
 Mike Spicer (2014) ………….503-550-1403 
 mike_p_spicer@hotmail.com 
 
 Ron Woodruff (2013)………..503-708-8151 
 rbwgroup1@yahoo.com 
 
 Ellen Theodorson (2015)……503-704-6622 
 ellentheodorson@yahoo.com 
 
 Kenneth Holtan (2015)………Phone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Northwest Regional Director: 
 Barry Patchett……………….250-246-5329 
 bmpatchett@shaw.ca 
 
Newsletter Editor/Advertising: 
 Allen Stephens (acting)…….503-708-0397 
 allen.c.stephens@gmail.com 
 
Portland Section Webmaster: 
 Kenneth Holtan……..………Phone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Membership: 
 Pam Burback………………..503-236-1737 
 burbs5@aol.com 
 
Historian: 
 Jim Thompson……………...503-633-2366 
 jim814817@hotmail.com 
 
Past President: 
 Allen Stephens……………….503-708-0397 
 allen.c.stephens@gmail.com  
 

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland 
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided 
solely for the benefit of its members.  Opinions are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher 
or MBCA, Inc.  
 
We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our mem-
bers. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of 
the editor.  We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions 
and/or advertising.   Copyright © MBCA Portland Section.  All 
rights  reserved.  
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Attend the Concours Judging School on May 17th 

On Saturday, May 17th from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM, join us 

for a Concours Judging School at Mercedes-Benz of Wil-

sonville.  You’ll have the chance to learn the ins (and 

outs) of Concours and Concours judging from one of 

MBCA's top judges, Richard Simonds.   

Even if you've never judged a Concours d' Elegance be-

fore or are only interested learning where to focus your 

attention when you show your Mercedes-Benz (or other 

marque), this seminar will teach you what the judges look 

for. This school will provide you with the latest details 

about how we judge our Mercedes-Benz vehicles in an 

MBCA car show.  Whether you are a judge who has al-

ready been trained and want a refresher course or are 

interested in becoming a judge for the first time, this 

course will prepare you to judge classic (show class) and 

contemporary (street class) Mercedes-Benz vehicles. .  

The cost of this event is $20, and includes coffee, snacks 

and lunch, so sign-up early to ensure you have a seat. 

Come learn more about your fine German automobile and 

appreciate what a good judge looks for during a Concours 

competition.  

Registration Details:  To Register for this event, contact 

Allen Stephens by phone at 503-708-0397, or e-mail at                             

allen.c.stephens@gmail.com.  Please mail $20 per per-

son, payable to MBCA Portland Section, to:  Allen 

Stephens, 2900 SW Garden View Ave., Portland, OR 

97225 

Concours Judging School Event Registration 
 

Names (s)____________________________________  Number of people at $20 each: _______ 
 
Address______________________________________  City, State, Zip _____________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone ( _____) ____________________________  Email address _____________________________________ 
 
Can you provide a car for ‘practice’ judging?   _________________________________________________________ 

 
Please mail to:  Allen Stephens, 2900 SW Garden View Ave., Portland, OR 97225 

Space is Limited:   
Due to space constraints at MB of Wilsonville, this event 
will need to cap participation at 25 participants.         
Register today to ensure we have a seat for you! 

mailto:allen.c.stephens@gmail.com


 

 

Board Meeting May 10th 
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The next Portland Section Board Meeting is May 10th at 

10AM at Mercedes-Benz of Wilsonville located at 25035 

SW Parkway Ave, Wilsonville, OR 97070.  We invite all 

members to attend a board meeting to provide suggestions 

on how we can improve the club and provide ideas for 

upcoming events.  
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Register now for the MBCA Club Corral at the   
Portland Historic Races, July 11th-13th. 

Join the MBCA Club Corral at the Portland Historic Races 

at Portland International Raceway!  I have it on good 

authority that our corral has been moved further back into 

the infield at PIR, on the grass with trees nearby, and 

most importantly away from the hot gravel pad adjacent 

to the cross-track bridge. The club’s EZ-Up tent will also 

be deployed in the club corral to provide additional shade 

for members to enjoy when they aren’t in the stands 

watching the action. The featured marque for the races 

this year is Datsun, so expect to see a lot of 510 and 

240Z cars in the race groups. The Historic races offer an 

excellent opportunity to see vintage race cars dicing it up 

on the track, and the paddock is always open to 

spectators so it’s easy to get close to the cars and chat 

with their owners and drivers. The midway offers various 

food choices as well as racing & automotive memorabilia 

and other products. 

The cost for the event is $45. This includes entry for one 

car & two people for all three days, and the opportunity to 

drive the track on the Club Parade Lap on Saturday & 

Sunday. Additional guest tickets for Saturday & Sunday 

are $10 per person, per day. Payment must be made to 

Portland Historic Races, using the entry form below. 

Please mail the entry form and your payment to me by 

May 12th!  

 

Portland Historic Races Mercedes-Benz Club Corral Registration 
 

Names (s)____________________________________   Address__________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _____________________________________ Cell Phone ( _____) ____________________________   
 
Home Phone (______) __________________________ Email address _____________________________________ 
 
Car Admission:  Includes three day admission for entrant and guest, corral pass and parade lap at $45 ea: __________ 
         
         Additional Saturday guests at $10 ea.:   __________  

         
                      Additional Sunday guests at $10 ea: ___________ 

   

                                             TOTAL DUE:  _________ 

 
Please mail with check for total to:  Greg Buechler 335 SE 58th Court Hillsboro, OR 97123-6972.  Deadline to register is May 12th 

Above:  Park your Mercedes-Benz in the MBCA Club 
Corral and get your car on track for the lunch time  
parade laps. 
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Not a Member?  Join 
MBCA today! 
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Recap:  Spring Cleaning for your Mercedes-Benz 

The club was treated to another day of Griot’s product 

demonstrations at Sidedraught City in Portland on March 

29th.  Neil D’Autermont demonstrated Griot’s Leather 

Care and Paint polishing products.  First Neil cleaned an 

old leather seat with interior cleaner followed by feeding 

the leather with Leather Care.  The old leather seat was 

very weathered and had been sun baked for many years.  

After cleaning and applying the Leather Care the seat was 

brought back to life to the amazement of all.  Neil re-

marked on how important it is to maintain your car’s inte-

rior with regular cleanings and bi-annually treating the 

leather upolstry with a quality leather “food” especially if 

your car is outside during hot weather.  

 

Neil then pulled out Griot’s magic on an old black car 

hood.  The hood was in very bad condition displaying 

years of sun baked water stains, pitch and cracks.  Neil 

cleaned the hood with Griot’s Spray-On Car Wash.  Neil 

had several of the members feel the hood finish with the 

bare hands followed by feeling it with their hands in glad 

bag.  The hood felt pretty smooth to the hand but the feel-

ing the paint through the glad bag exposed the remaining 

grit trapped in the paint.  He recommended trying this on 

your own car after washing to see how well your wash job 

actually removed the dirt.   

 

Next Neil broke out the Griot’s polisher along with their No. 

4 grit polish.  He went over a taped off section of the hood 

so member’s could see the before and after.  After polish-

ing and wiping down the hood he had members try the 

glad bag again which clearly felt much smoother.  Neil 

stated the No. 4 grit polish is usually not necessary for a 

car that is regularly cared for. He followed the No. 4 with 

No. 3 polish that really brought out the shine and luster.  

He then waxed the hood with Griot’s Premium Carnuba 

Paste Wax.  The results were astounding.   

Neil finished the event by cleaning and polishing the 

windshield on Russ Epler’s E260.  All members in atten-

dance were given a 15% discount on any Griot’s products 

purchased or ordered on the day of the event.  Thank you 

Neil for your hospitality and sharing your car detailing 

experience with the club. –Ken Valentine, Portland Sec-

tion 
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The ‘Million Mile’ Mercedes at Portland Auto Show 

For those who attended the Portland Auto Show in 

January, you may have wondered why there was 

rather plain looking 1968 220 Diesel on the Mercedes

-Benz stand.  As I looked closer, I could tell this was 

not a regular W114 sedan — this was the legendary 

‘million mile’ Mercedes, now owned by Mercedes-

Benz of Portland.  The HubOdometer reads 

1,012,544 miles.   

 

At 10 feet way, the green sedan appears in good 

driver condition.  How did the owner put on over one 

million miles, and still keep the car looking 

presentable?  What’s the back story?  Ed Donaldson 

purchased the car new from Don Rasmussen 

Company (the previous owner of the Mercedes 

dealership in Portland).  He used it on his daily 

commute from Eugene to Portland to his job as a 

machinist, commuting over 250 miles round trip each 

day.  Mr. Donaldson added over 100,000 miles per 

year on the green slash-8 sedan, and he also added 

a hubodometer to the left rear wheel to keep track of 

his mileage.   

 

The little diesel that could also carried the Donaldson 

family on vacations around the United States, through 

Mexico and into South America.  The original engine 

was replaced at 907,000 miles.  The dealer offered 

Mr. Donaldson a trade for a brand new Mercedes 

300SD when his 220D reached one million miles.   

Ed accepted the offer, and the little green diesel is 

used by Mercedes-Benz of Portland for promotions 

and shows.   -Allen Stephens 

 

 

 

Photos:   The ‘Million Mile’ Mercedes in the Mercedes-Benz 
display at the 2014 Portland Auto Show.  Note the 
HubOdometer (above) shows 1,012,544 miles. 

Focus on Mercedes-Benz Classics 
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FOR SALE BY OWNER 
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1993 MB 300CE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W124 Chassis coupe in very good 
condition.  Smoke Silver exterior with tan 
leather interior.  173k miles.  Always 
garaged, original paint and interior.  
Second owners, Second owner, 
purchased in 2000 from and serviced by 
local MB dealers.  New tires, major tune-
up and detailed February '14.   All service 
records included.  Asking $6200.00, 
offers considered. Contact:  Patt 
Lewis,  503-692-7214 (cell) 
Email:  plewis@pacific-crest.com  
 

Classified Ads 
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1981 Mercedes 300CD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W123 chassis non-turbo diesel 
coupe. 181,100 miles (289,700 kilo-
meters).  All systems in very good 
working order.  Everything works.  
 
Anthracite grey exterior with tan MB 
tex interior.  Beautiful inside and 
out.  New Michelin tires mounted on 
hand polished aluminum rims.  Runs 
and drives flawlessly.  25-30 
MPG.  Always garaged and well 
maintained.  Records and receipts 
since 2006.  This car has always 
been well loved.  No rust any-
where.  West coast car.  A few minor 
cosmetic flaws.  Drive anywhere with 
confidence.  A great example of a 
collectible classic.  As nice a 300CD 

as any you’ve seen. Offered at 

$7200.  Call Jerry at (360) 607-0035  

Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members.  Non-club members are charged $10 per 
ad, $20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month.  To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor. 

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star! 

Advertising Rates for 1 Issue  /  Multiple insertions receive a 15% discount  

Business Card size:  $12    Quarter Page: $20    Half Page:  $33    Full Page:  $55 

To place an ad contact Allen Stephens:  allen.c.stephens@gmail.com or 503-708-0397 
 

Tire and wheel from 500SEL 
 
 
 
 

Tire and wheel from 1985 
500SEL.  Tire is 205/70 HR14 XVS 

Michelin.  Neither have been in 
service.  Asking $95 or best offer.  

Stan Huber 
503-638-2707 

mailto:plewis@pacific-crest.com


 

 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

P  A  I  D 
Portland, Oregon 

PERMIT NO. 2358 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portland Section | April 2014 
 
Mailing Address:  2900 SW Garden View Ave.  Portland, OR 97225 

 

 

Portland Section 

Schedule of Events 

April 19th:  Service Open House, Freeman 
Motors, 9AM to 11AM 
 
May 17th:  Concours Judging School, Mer-
cedes-Benz of Wilsonville.  10AM-2PM  

 
May 10th:  Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz 
of Wilsonville, 10AM. 
 
June 14th:  Swap Meet at Burback Motors, 
10AM-2PM 
 
July 11th-12th-13th:  Club Corral at Port-
land Historic Races 
 

July 12th:  Regional ‘Round Mt. Rainier 
Drive (with Seattle Section) - details TBD 
 
August 10th:  Regional Show and Shine in 
Seattle 
 
More Events To Be Scheduled 
 
 

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information:  http://portland.mbca.org 


