
 

 

Welcome, New Members 

   
Sept. 19th 10a-3pm Oregon Festival 
of Cars, Bend 
   
Sept. 26th 10am Board Meeting 
MB PDX 
 
Oct. 3rd 6pm Annual Meeting 
 Saylerôs Old Country Kitchen 
 Portland,  
 
October 17th 9am-12pm Fall Detail 
Clinic, Gallagher Auto Spa, Portland 

   

 
 

By Allen Stephens Portland Section 

During the automobile extravaganza that is Monterey Car Week, there were rare and 
wonderful examples from Mercedes-Benz automobiles featured at several events. Here 
is a short summary of the best of Mercedes-Benz during Monterey Car week this past 
August. 
 
Legends of the Autobahn 
Over one hundred Mercedes-Benz automobiles were on the field at the 6

th
 Annual Leg-

ends of the Autobahn on Friday August 14th.  This free show is one of the best events 

during Monterey car week as it is very laid back and allows great access to the cars 

and owners.  I was a judge, along with Portland Section members Ken Valentine and 

David Abarr.  To celebrate the 60
th
 Anniversary of the 190SL, Legends featured a sep-

arate judged class of 190SLs with six cars entered.        Continued on page 5 
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Mercedes-Benz Highlights  

Monterey Car Week   

Next Event:   Annual General Meeting 
  

Place:  Saylerôs Old Country Kitchen 

Date:   Saturday October 3rd  

Time:  5:30PM Gathering 6:00PM Dinner 

Cost:  Members can purchase dinner and there will be separate checks 

Registration: Contact Rus Eppler for registration @ 503- 503-720-3637                       
            by October 1st. 
 

Jeff Wong and his ó86 190e 2.3 
16V receiving the MBCA Presi-
dents award from national MBCA 
President Terry Kiwala at Legends 
of The Autobahn at the Nicklaus 

Club-Monterey  
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Presidentôs Message  
Present's Message 
 
 
We have new Mercedes 
automobiles to look forward to. 
The new GLK ñSUVò (an all 
wheel drive car that looks like medium size four 
door sedan) with a hatchback, and no longer a 
medium size ñGò wagen.  I enjoyed the previous 
style remembering that they looked so much like the 
GL550's and 450's.  I had anticipated buying a used 
GLK the next time around.  I still might do that.  The 
next new car  I saw was at the Lake Oswego 
collector car show.  It's the S 600 Maybach.  It is a 
little over 8 inches longer then the regular ñSò class, 
and all of it is in the back seat.  The car was 
presented by Mercedes Benz of Wilsonville.  I 
recommend you go there and see it.  Eighteen feet 
of very, very fine automobile.  Unfortunately it's 
about $190,000 plus.  A ñlittleò above my usual 
buying standard for automobiles. 
 
All for now.  See you next time.  Rus. 
 

Mercedes-Benz Club  
of America,  

Portland Section 

Officers: 
 
President 
 Rus Eppleré.éééééé.503-720-3637 
  
Vice President 
  Ron Woodrufféééééé.503-708-8151 
 ronwoodruff9@gmail.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Kenneth Holtan (2015)éééPhone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Board of Directors: (Expiration Year) 
 Stacy Rollins (2013) ééé..503-645-0675 
 stacy@stacyrollins.com 
 
 Jerry Sorenson (2013) éé..541-617-9297 
 jerrys@q.com 
 
 Mike Spicer (2014) éééé.503-550-1403 
 mike_p_spicer@hotmail.com 
 
 Ron Woodruff (2013)ééé..503-708-8151 
 rbwgroup1@yahoo.com 
 
  
 Kenneth Holtan (2015)éééPhone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Northwest Regional Director: 
 Barry Patchettéééééé.250-246-5329 
 bmpatchett@shaw.ca 
 
Newsletter Editor/Advertising: 
 David Abarrééééééé...541-981-1919   
 abarr63@comcast.net  
 
Portland Section Webmaster: 
 Kenneth Holtanéé..éééPhone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Membership: 
 Pam Burbackéééééé..503-236-1737 
 burbs5@aol.com 
 
Historian: 
 Jim Thompsonééééé...503-633-2366 
 jim814817@hotmail.com 
 
Past President: 
 Allen Stephenséééééé.503-708-0397 
 allen.c.stephens@gmail.com  
 
  

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland 
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided 
solely for the benefit of its members.  Opinions are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher 
or MBCA, Inc.  
 
We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our mem-
bers. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of 
the editor.  We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions 
and/or advertising.   Copyright É MBCA Portland Section.  All 
rights  reserved.  
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 Recap: Portland Vintage Festival July 11-12 2015 
By Greg Buechler Portland Section 

The Portland Section of MBCA put five cars on the grass this year for the re-named Portland Vintage Festival at PIR.  A 
new sanctioning body, the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association (SVRA), managed the on-track racing and the event 
featured a few new wrinkles. The headline action this year was provided by a batch of historic Trans-Am race cars from 
the 1968-71 time period.  This group featured several Camaros, Mustangs, and an AAR óCuda.  For our part, the Club 
Corral mustered a pair of SLKs, a C230 Kompressor, a C63 AMG sedan, and a 560SL roadster.  The weather this year 
was superb, with some morning clouds giving way to sunshine, modest breezes, and pleasant temperatures. 
I mentioned a few new wrinkles.  One of those was the title sponsor, Jaguar.  The south paddock featured a huge dis-
play of Jaguar & Land Rover vehicles, including a Range Rover Sport towing an immaculate trailer carrying an equally 
immaculate red E-Type roadster.  All current models in the lineup were available for examination.  The infield paddock 
did not feature a charity autocross, but a Jaguar/Land Rover Driving Experience.  Participants could take Land Rover 
vehicles through the muddy motocross course that usually sees two-wheeled rides, not four-wheeled ones.  The paved 
area was taken up by a very simple autocross course designed to show off the F-Type R coupe, of which five were avail-
able all weekend for test drives.  The F-Type R is ridiculously fast, and with AWD is more agile than you think.  At 550hp, 
it now occupies the top spot on the list of the most powerful cars Iôve driven.  Even so, Iôd be happier to see Mercedes-
Benz as the title sponsor with similar customer events and a couple of historic Gullwings on the track. 
The racing also featured a few changes.  For one, there were more run groups and the racing action lasted longer each 
day.  Sundayôs schedule had the most interesting changes.  In the morning and the afternoon, two one-hour Enduro rac-
es were on the docket, the former for any closed-wheel car and the latter for any open-wheel car.  A five-minute pit stop 
was mandatory but timing was at the discretion of the teams.  The morning race was particularly exciting, with many lead 
changes and battles for position among the Trans-Am cars, the Corvettes, and several Porsche 911s.  The big muscle 
rocketed away at the start, but the Porsches gradually reeled them in.  Stuttgart handling didnôt beat American cubic 
inches for the win, but the German cars finished well up in the order despite spotting the muscle cars a couple of hun-
dred horsepower. If you missed this event, you missed some great racing and camaraderie with fellow section members.   


