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Welcome, New Members
Larry Bardell
Norman Crisman
Aaron Eriksson
Keith Farber
John Friesen
James Hall
Samuel Haun
Thomas Heidel
Lisa Humphrey
John Hussa
Donald Kelly
Russell Lee
Tammy Lundell
Jeff Maddox
Gary McCrary
Diana Millan
Stephen Moceri
Janice Naum
Brian Newell
Jeffrey Rawlins
James Robertson
Andrey Trofimchuk
Robert Turney
Michael Walker

Albany
Valley Center, CA
Nyssa
Ontario
Black Butte Ranch
Salem
Stevenson, WA
Grants Pass
Wilsonville
Lake Oswego
Astoria
Portland
Oregon City
Salem
Lebanon
North Bend
Pacific City
Eugene
Hillsboro
Vancouver
Eugene
Damascus
Corvallis
Vancouver

Cover Photo:
1935 540K Cabriolet A/Cantore Family
2018 Pebble Peach Concours d’ Elegance
Photo credit David Abarr
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David Abarr(2019)…………….541-981-1919
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Secretary/Treasurer
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stacy@stacyrollins.com
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Mike Spicer (2019) ………….503-550-1403
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Ron Woodruff (2019)………..503-708-8151
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James Hendershot (2019)…..541-471-2200
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Matthew Nenninger (2019)…. 503-805-7145
matt.nenninger@gmail.com
Rus Erdman (2020)
erdmanra@gmail.com
George Larson (2020)……….. 541-971-1033
larsong1f@mindspring.com
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.
Jeff Shindler
jeff.shindler@shaw.ca
Newsletter Editor/Advertising:
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ronwoodruff9@gmail.com

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland Section,
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided solely for the benefit
of its members. Opinions are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the publisher or MBCA, Inc.

Visit our web page here:
http://portland.mbca.org
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We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our members. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of the editor. We reserve
the right to edit or refuse submissions and/or advertising. Copyright ©
MBCA Portland Section. All rights reserved.
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President’s Message
By Section President David Abarr

Greetings MBCA-PDX Members,
As car season winds down for 2018 it was a year to remember for me. From the numerous events in Portland like Evergreens
Air Museum with the Jaguar Club to the first year of popular new annual event Germanpalooza. Travels took me , to Starfest in
Alabama at MBUSI, Monterey Car week in California and the Annual Show and Shine in the Seattle area. I have created a
Flickr account for MBCA-PDX to share photos from the many events in 2018. See the link below.
The highlight of car week was attending the Mercedes Benz Presidents dinner in Monterey where the reveal of the Silver Arrow
EQ was presented to the media and dealers. In a mansion high above the hills over looking the Monterey bay we were treated
to a A list event showing the past and the future. Above are the new concept Silver Arrow EQ and the 1937 W125 record
speed car brought in for the event from the museum in Stuttgart. This record car pulled off 268 mph in in January 1938 a record on a public road that stood till 2017! The latest in the EQ family is capable of 750 hp with its electric motor with a range of
approximately 250 miles. A concept that gives us a peek of the future. Head of design Gorden Wagener was on hand to show
of his design and answer questions. Go here to see pictures of this event.
Cheers, Dave

Follow the Portland Section on Facebook!

Portland Section
Schedule of Events
November 10th/Saturday 11am at WAAAM Tour in Hood River, OR
December TOYS for TOTS gift drive campaign. See page 7
January Annual General Meeting Date and Time TBA
Fall 2018 Edition
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Camas Wings and Wheels
Recap

Oak Bay Collector Car
Festival

By Paul Pietrowski , Portland Section

By Stacy Rollins , Portland Section

On Saturday, September 15, 2018 a shiny and bright collection of twenty Mercedes from MBCA Portland Section
were displayed at the annual Port of Camas/Washougal
Wheels and Wings event. This was our third year in a row
participating in this gathering of two hundred automobiles
and numerous aircraft of various years, make, model, and
manufacturer at Grove Airfield in Camas Washington. Our
array of Mercedes cars ranged from 1960’s SL’s and Finback sedans to the latest AMG models.

For the second year the Portland (Oregon) section lead
the MBCA presence at the 18th annual Collector Car Festival in Oak Bay British Columbia (BC) Canada. Oak Bay is
a charming municipality with village appeal that borders
the City of Victoria. The village’s main commercial street,
Oak Bay Avenue, was blocked off to position nearly 300
cars for the public to enjoy. One of the great things about
the show is its open to the public for free; there were about
10,000 spectators – both young and old, with many children present. It was truly a family affair.

This event has a twofold purpose for the Camas/
Washougal community, which is located alongside the
Columbia River east of Portland, Oregon and Vancouver,
Washington. Firstly, it was an opportunity for the public to
enjoy the cars and aircraft with free admission. Secondly,
to encourage sponsorship and donations to help fund classes for young people interested in aviation. There are approximately thirty event sponsors, and the MBCA Portland
Section is one of them.
Two wonderful things happened during the four hour
event. Firstly MBCA member Gordon Wang’s 88th birthday was the same day of the Wheels and Wings show.
The section presented him with a birthday gift and a card.
Eighty eight years young and still attending this event!
Secondly, towards the end of the show, our own Ernie
Brawley was awarded the Best in Show and Best Mercedes trophies for his 1960 300 SL convertible.
Our members enjoyed the free hot dogs, soda, water, and
the band playing the old rock and roll music from the fifties
and sixties. Along with that, there were the various aircraft.
WWII Stearman trainers, Beech Bonanza, Piper Cherokees, and Piper Tri-Pacers just to name a few. We’re all
looking forward to attend the 2019 Wheels and Wings
event. Airplanes and cars: it just doesn’t get better than
that!
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This year there were about 20 Mercedes-Benz in the show
– more than twice as many as last year. They included an
SLS AMG, an E55 Kompressor AMG, an assortment of MB sedans and convertibles, two 190SL's, and a 1955
300SL Gull Wing. In addition to the Portland section there
were members from other Northwest MBCA sections: Seattle, and BC Stars. Our new Northwest Regional Director,
Jeff Schindler, also attended.
The Oak Bay show had cars of all types, from classic
American iron to exotic cars from Ferrari & Maserati. Displayed next to our beloved Mercedes’ were 26 Aston Martin’s, ranging from a 1929 model Series One to the newest
models. Aston Martin club members said this was the largest gathering of Aston’s in western Canada.
The cars were arranged on each side of the main street, in
front of cafes, coffee shops, pubs, and other stores. Nearly
all the shops were open and welcoming the public. The
weather was sunny with the temperature in the 70’s – a
picture perfect day for car show. MBCA members are already planning next year’s trip to Oak Bay. Hope to see
you there in 2019.

NORTHWESTERN STAR
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Germanpalooza Recap

SVRA Vintage Fest Recap
and Pirelli World Challenge
Recaps

By David Abarr, Portland Section

By David Abarr, Portland Section

The inaugural year of Germanpalooza is in the books.
Portland section members were greeted by a picture perfect day at Portland International Raceway. We had a
great turn out of classics and modern cars. In attendance
we had a AMG c63 Black Series, AMG GTC, AMG GTS,
AMG SLS and AMG SLS roadster. Our friends at MB of
Wilsonville brought a AMG GTR and a G wagon 4x4² . All
the German car clubs in Portland were in attendance and
a great array of cars from Porsche, BWM, Audi and VW.
We had 2 members enjoy the track portion of the event.
Peter Tassi in his modified w124 wagon with a m104 c36
AMG engine with a manual swap. Also Stephen Hodges
in his newly acquired c36 ran the track. I know both had a
blast out there.
The Peoples Choice awards for each class of cars was
very popular. Winning best classic was Mike and Cheryl
Higgins in their 1972 280SE 4.5.Mike Hickey won for his
r129 SL in the young timer category.
We already have the date for 2019 as this will become a
member favorite for sure on our calendar each year.
Thanks to all those that came out and the volunteers as
well. Mark your calendars for August 3, 2019!

I personally spent a lot of time at PIR this year. 2 great
events in July were Pirelli World Challenge new to the
Rose Cup races this year. Seeing the GT and touring
class cars complete here in Oregon was thrilling. Seeing
the Mercedes-AMG customer racing programs cars up
close and personal was very cool to see. Go here to
see more pictures of this. I highly recommend this event.
The SVRA Vintage Festival was a great event for the
section as always. It was very hot day this year. We had
a array of great cars turn up from a classic w113 Pagoda to a AMG SLS. Having the opportunity to take your
cat on the track for a parade lap is always fun. I partook
in the Jaguar and Land Rover driving experience this
year talking a hot lap in the F-Type. The exhaust note is
intoxicating to say the least. I drove the new discovery
on the motocross track as well and it very capable getting it up onto 2 tires. As title sponsor this event they do
a great job!

Go here for more pictures of this event.

Fall 2018 Edition
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WAAM Tour

Toys for Tots

By Russ Erdman , Portland Section

By Paul J. Pietrowski Portland Section

WHAT: Tour the Western Antique Aeroplane and
Automo bile Museum (WAAAM)
WHEN : Saturday November 10th 11am to around 2pm
WHERE: 1600 Air Museum Road Hood River, OR 97031
COST: $16 for Adults
$14 for Seniors
$7 for Students
We will visit the Western Antique Aeroplane and Automobile Museum (WAAAM) in Hood River, Oregon. The museum has over three-and-a-half acres of buildings housing
over 100 antique airplanes (from 1917 on) and more than
100 cars (from 1907 on) plus motorcycles and jeeps. They
all run. November 10th is the second Saturday of the
month. On the Second Saturday of each month the museum goes into action with airplanes in flight (weather permitting) and cars on the move. This may be your first opportunity to ride in a Model T or in a rumble seat! For November, in particular, they will feature their military vehicles.
Also, as part of the Second Saturday activities, they have
along with car rides, talks about the collection, tours of the
restoration shop and lunch is available for about $8.00.
Lunch is usually hot dogs or hamburgers, with chips, cookies and a drink, but may vary and be tacos or other menu
items. You can eat there or after the tour wonder into Hood
River for lunch. We won’t have a formal group lunch, but
some may want to go together for lunch. The Museum also
has a nice little gift shop. There is plenty of parking space
at the museum. The Second Saturday activities by the Museum start at 10:00 AM and go to 2:00 PM.

This year our club president, David Abarr suggested that
we participate in the Marine Corps Toys for Tots program.
This is a wonderful program for the children of families who
may not be able to afford toys for their children. The board
voted to do this and we would like to begin collecting toys
as soon as possible. So, we start by asking those who
plan to attend the Fall Drive event, and then again in November for Russ Erdman’s event the Drive to the Hood
River Museum to bring a new unwrapped toy. During the
months of October and November four of us on the board
will make ourselves available to pick up toys from those
members who would like to donate but may not participate
in the October/November events. Contact each of these
board members by email according to your geographic
location for a pick up.
For Albany and surrounding area, George Larson at:
arsong1@mindspring.com and David Abarr at:
abarr63@comcast.net
For Portland and surrounding area, Matt Nenninger at:
matt.nenninger@gmail.com
For Vancouver and surrounding area, Russ Erdman at:
erdmanra@gmail.com

WEBSITE

For Woodland and surrounding area, Paul Pietrowski at:
spietro122@comcast.net

Coming East on I-84 you can take Exit 62 and wind your
way up the hill to the Museum (there are direction signs
along the way) or go to Exit 63 and go up through Hood
River City Center. I liked the drive up from Exit 62.

What better way to celebrate the Holiday Season than to
help those in need. Thank you in advance for your participation in this program.

RSVP/Contact Russ Erdman: erdmanra@gmail.com for
additional questions.

Fall 2018 Edition
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Annual Regional Show &
Shine

Legends of the Autobahn
Recap

By David Abarr Seattle Section

By David Abarr , Portland Section

Legends MC Jason Cammisa, National MBCA Gene
Jurick and Best in Show winner Jeff Wong and his
1985 190e 2.3-16 euro spec.

I had the pleasure to attend the regional show and shine
held at the Nile Golf Course in Mountlake Terrace, Washington near Seattle. Also attending from the PDX section were
Barry Corno and Byron Pace. We were treated by great
hospitality and a great array of modern and class MercedesBenz. Some of my favorites was a w126 380SEL originally
owned by Phil Smart and in pristine condition. It was truly a
time capsule. One of the best 126’s I have ever seen. Also
in attendance was a C32 AMG wagon that was imported
into the US. This s203 chassis had to be fully converted to
US compliance regulations by a previous owner. Nathan
Wong the owner believes this to be the only example here
since these didn't come to the US. A fully optioned car with
distronic cruise control, designo interior, rear entertainment
option and more! So much to look at! Meeting Seattle members this was a great event I recommend attending!
Go here for my photos of the event.
Here are some photos taken by the Seattle Section

This year Legends of the Autobahn and MBCA celebrated 35 years of the iconic w201 chassis. As the
precursor to the C class the Bruno Sacco designed
190e was important to Mercedes-Benz in many
ways. The 16 valve (16v) as affectionally known by
enthusiasts it was originally designed to complete in
rally sport. With a Cosworth designed head it was
Mercedes-Benz realizing race credible cars pre AMG
merger. The Audi quattro derailed that plan as the
190e couldn't complete with 4WD. So the chassis
went on to complete in touring car competition. The
16v set a few reliability speed records at Nardo in
1983. Ayrton Senna won a race against other F1
racing champions in 1984 in 20 identical 16v. This
race to commemorate the reopening of the redesigned Nürburgring. With the likes of Jack Brabham,
James Hunt, Alain Prost, John Surtees and Niki Lauda on the grid a unknown Senna at the time came
out on top. These 2 races cemented the 190e 2.316v as a real competitor. Enough for BMW to design
something called the M3. The rest is history as they
say!
Legends never fails to amaze and delight the audience and participants. Portland members in attendances this year was George Larson, Byron Pace and
Barry Corno.
Go here for the proto album for Legends of the Autobahn.
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2019 Events
By David Abarr, Portland Section
We are in full swing on event planning for 2019. The regular events that reoccur yearly are as follows. Date could
change.
July 13, 2019
July 14, 2019
July 2019
August 3, 2019
August 16, 2019
September 2019

Rose Cup Races with PWC
Forest Gove Concours
Oak Bay Collector Car Fest.
Germanpalooza
Legends of the Autobahn
Camas Wings and Wheels

A goal on mine for the section is a casual drive every
other month. These would be short drives around the
Willamette Valley and Portland area. 2 hours and under
on a Saturday or Sunday morning is what I am thinking. I
would like to hear feedback on this. Talking to many
members this was the one thing I heard the most in
2018. With weather being what it is in the Pacific NW I
think you get the full range through out the year. We all
know our gets get wet. I want to keep these meet-ups
simple.
We are planning a all regional event incorporating Seattle, BC Stars, Vancouver Island and Portland sections.
This is still in planning. More to come.
I think a 2 day weekend trip to Crater Lake would be another great trip to take as well.
Please email myself por any of the board members with
feedback and ideas.
Dave

November Board Meeting
The next meeting will be held at Mercedes-Benz of Wilsonville on November 3rd at 10am. Please join the board
for feedback on events for 2019.

Fall 2018 Edition
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Not a Member? Join
MBCA today!
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Classified Ads
Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members. Non-club members are charged $10 per ad,
$20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month. To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor.
NW Star provides no guarantees as to the quality of the items being sold and the accuracy of the information provided about the sale items.
Ads are posted per information from sellers and are not verified by the NW Star.

For Sale:
Four 15" MB alloy
wheels with good
195/65 Hankook
studded snow tires with
75% tread.
$300.00 or best
offer.
Rich 503 504 6344

Please support the advertisers of the
Northwestern Star!
Advertising Rates for 1 Year / 4 Issues
Business Card size: $96 Quarter Page:
$160 Half Page: $264 Full Page:
$440
To place an ad contact David Abarr at
abarr63@comcast.net

2018 Annual General
Meeting (AGM)
By David Abarr, Portland Section
This years AGM will be held in January. Date and
location TBD. Stay tuned for a email blast in November. We will more than likely use Hayden's in
Tualatin again. Any feedback email me.
Dave

2018 Membership Millstones
5 Years (2013)
Jim Barratt
Mark Gibson
Ralph Harding
Edward Kelso
Judy L Roy
Richard Matson
Don Nelsen
Richard Piper
Richard Proudfoot
Kent Read
David Sablan
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10 Years (2008)
Fred Anderson
Eric Budden
Samuel Chinakos
Cameron Foroud
Paul Naase
Dave Siegner
Christian Stehr

20 Years (1998)
Mike Branan
Mike Bryant
Philip Grisham
Patrick Mc Connell
David Norton
Mike Spicer
Susan Wandtke

15 Years (2003)
Robert Dodge
Christine Fecchi
John Fread
Judy Tontz

25 Years (1993)
James Kauth

NORTHWESTERN STAR

30 Years (1988)
Gabriel Boenzli
Dee Byrd
Roger Rollins

35 Years (1983)
Stephen Dudley
Sig Raethke
John Weisel
40 Years (1978)
Lynn Nelson
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Mailing Address: 625 4th Ave SE Albany, OR 97321

Norman and Scott Noakes and their best in class
winning 1956 190sl winning best in class at the
2018 Forest Grove Concourse d'Elegance!

Member Spotlight

