Upcoming Events

Bill Jabs Garage Tour

January 14th 10am
Board Meeting
Mercedes-Benz of Wilsonville

January 28th , 2017, Eagle Creek, OR 10am-12pm

January 28th, 10am
Bill Jabs Garage Tour
Eagle Creek, OR
February TBD
Annual MBI DIY Tech Event
MBI Portland
April 1st
Swap Meet at Chehalis
Fairgrounds
Chehalis, WA
May 20-21st
Skamania Lodge Tour with
CCCA
Stevenson, WA
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Join us at Bill Jabs of Classic Car Club of America (CCCA) for a tour of his working
garage and classic car collection. Located in beautiful Eagle Creek at the Eagle
Creek Lavender farm. We will tour Bill collection of American classics and projects he
has going on. Situated along the Clackamas river we hope the weather will cooperate
to view the property. Bill's wife Mary operates the store and antique business at the
farm and it will be open to look around. We can catch lunch near by as well after the
tour for anyone wanting to meet up. We will scout places prior to the event.
Continued on page 7
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Welcome, New Members
Murrey Albers

Portland

Steffen Brocks

Portland

Tom Cardoza

Warren, OR

Nicholas Hill

Bend

Douglas Horn

Bend

Jd Lousier

Portland

Nicole Lowry

Sherwood

Duncan McLean

Eugene

John Miller

Portland

John Myers

Corvallis

Thomas Rhodes

Vancouver, WA

Dean Tuftin

Bend

Officers:
President
Ron Woodruff (2017)…………503-708-8151
ronwoodruff9@gmail.com
Vice President
David Abarr(2019)…………….541-981-1919
abarr63@comcast.net
Secretary/Treasurer
Stacy Rollins (interim)
503-645-0675
Kenneth Holtan (2017)………360-574-6168
kennethholtan@comcast.net
Board of Directors: (Expiration Year)
Stacy Rollins (2017) ………..503-645-0675
stacy@stacyrollins.com
Mike Spicer (2017) ………….503-550-1403
mike_p_spicer@hotmail.com
Ron Woodruff (2017)………..503-708-8151
rbwgroup1@yahoo.com
David Abarr (2017)………….541-981-1919
abarr63@comcast.net
Kenneth Holtan (2017)………360-574-6168
kennethholtan@comcast.net
Paul Pietrowski (2017)………360-609-1463
spietro122@comcast.net
Northwest Regional Director:
Barry Patchett……………….250-246-5329
bmpatchett@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor/Advertising:
David Abarr…………………...541-981-1919
abarr63@comcast.net
Portland Section Webmaster:
David Abarr…………………...541-981-1919
abarr63@comcast.net
Membership:
Pam Burback………………..503-236-1737
burbs5@aol.com
Historian:
Jim Thompson……………...503-694-8131
jim814817@hotmail.com
Past President:
Rus Eppler ...……………….503-720-3637

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided
solely for the benefit of its members. Opinions are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher
or MBCA, Inc.
We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our members. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of
the editor. We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions
and/or advertising. Copyright © MBCA Portland Section. All
rights reserved.
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President’s Message
By Section President Ron Woodruff
The Studebaker-Mercedes Connection
Some thoughts and reflections from Ron Woodruff
(Part one, part two will be in our next issue)
From my perspective as club president, I think that we’ve had a pretty good year. I have
certainly gained a greater appreciation for our board members who have been able to
“reel me in” a little from my sometimes overzealous plans ! Having said that, at the last
annual general meeting (which was held a few weeks ago), we still made some rather
ambitious plans for 2017.
Here is a short list for those who were unable to attend that meeting:







A garage tour in January, with the Northwest Director of the Classic Car Club of America (CCCA).
A regional meet in April with the Seattle Section for a swap meet at the Chehalis, Washington, Fair Grounds.
A couple of winery tours
A joint overnight tour with the CCCA
An international car show event in Victoria, BC, at Oak Bay
Plus a few other events that have yet to be firmed up

Continuing my snapshot of Mercedes Benz History, I thought I would write a little more about how Mercedes Benz got
its start in the American market.
I first became familiar with some of the early history of M-B through Miller Motors, which was a Studebaker dealership
in Oregon City. My dad worked there as a mechanic in the early 50’s and told me stories about the little 190d. These
were the diesel models that sounded like rattling marbles in a coffee can.
The other connection I had was with the Rasmussen Studebaker dealership. In the early 60’s, I would go to the Rasmussen parts shop on NE Sandy Boulevard in Portland, Oregon, and get parts for my 1951 bullet-nosed Studebaker,
which was my first car. In 1957, the Don Rasmussen Company was the first Studebaker dealership in the U.S. to
merge with Mercedes Benz.
The first importer of Mercedes Benz cars was Max Hoffman in 1952. He was instrumental in the creation of the 300SL
sports car, which was based on a race car. Hoffman pushed the auto-maker into building a road version by ordering
1000 of them - before the project was ever approved! Hoffman was also responsible for encouraging Porsche to build
the Speedster. He also imported many other European high–end marques.
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Mercedes-AMG R50 Coming Q1 2017

It has been confirmed a new AMG hyper car is in the works. Code named R50 this car packed with F1 technology and
aims to be a McLaren P1, La Ferrari and Porsche 918 buster. On AMG 50th anniversary year this will be the car to beat
it seems. AMG documentation shows a Q1 release. This is artist rendition of it is believed to look like.
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Annual General Meeting Recap
By David Abarr, Portland Section

Paul Pietrowski accepting his section member of the year
award from President Ron Woodruff.

The Portland section gathered on a very rainy Saturday night at Hayden’s on the Lake in Tualatin. The very picturesque room overlooked the Tualatin Commons Lake complete with outdoor Christmas lights. An excellent meal was
had by all. We had a very important year to commemorate with Portland section hitting 40 years. Key members in attendance were Jim Thompson and Gerald Sorensen two original founder members completing 40 years of membership. We also had Ernie Brawley with 35 years of membership. Member of the year was Paul Pietrowski. His effort in
serval events really stood out. Two events are being planned in 2017 and 2018 in Victoria BC. Paul was very surprised
and grateful for the recognition. The section had a slide show presentation of section events and Pebble Beach coverage through the dinner that members really enjoyed. 2017 events are well planned and we look to have a great year
ahead. I thank those members offering input to the 2017 calendar as well.
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Bill Jabs Garage Tour Cont.
Meet up at Bill’s farm at 10am on January 28th. Bill promises to have the stove on the shop so we can all stay warm.
Address is :
27525 SE Starr Rd. Eagle Creek, OR 97022
Contact for this event is Ron Woodruff @ 503-708-8151
Go here for the website of the farm
www.eaglecreeklavender.com
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Save the Date 2017 (so far)
David Abarr, Portland Section
January
Saturday the 28th, Bill Jabs of CCCA Garage Tour, Eagle Creek, OR
February
Date TBD, Annual DIY Event at MBI of Portland
March
Open. Looking at Wilmette Valley Wine tour.
April
Saturday the 1st, Mercedes-Benz Swap Meet at the Chehalis Fairgrounds WA
May
Saturday and Sunday 20-21st, Skamania Lodge Drive and Tour
June
Date TBD. Cars & Coffee MB Event @ World of Speed in Wilsonville
Wine Tour and Covered Bridges of Polk & Marion County
July
Saturday and Sunday 8-9th PIR Vintage Festival, Portland
Saturday and Sunday 16-17th Forest Grove Tour and Concourse, Forest Grove, OR
Saturday 20th, Brooks Steam Up, Brooks, OR
August
Saturday 13th Oak Bay Car Show , Vancouver Island BC
Saturday 21st Solar Eclipse in the mid-Willamette Valley with Seattle Section.
Date TBD Lake Oswego Car and Boat Show with MB of Wilsonville
September
Open
October
Fall Drive/Open
November
Open
December
Annual General Meeting and Christmas Party

More detail and info to come on what we have firmed up so far. Any ineterst and other events wanting to be planned our
doors and ear are always open.
One event that is not listed here that is in the planning stages is a benefit for the Willamette Fall Legacy Project in Oregon City. We would like to plan a tour of the now empty mill site on a week day and have cars available for a photo
shoot. A small donation to the site would be voluntary but highly encouraged. We would hope to get this Oregon treasure some attention by getting a STAR article in the works. We think this is a worth while endeavor and would be looking
for a good support and turn out if we go forward with this.
Go here to learn about this project. The now empty mill is in the works to be come a public space and river walk for
adaptive reuse.
www.rediscoverthefalls.com
JAN-FEB 2017
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Sidedraught City November Detail Event Recap
By David Abarr, Portland Section
Neil d'Autremont always the great host had the club
over to learn about battery maintenance and the
latest products from Griots garage. The section
members learned about AGM batteries (aka glass
mat batteries) and different tenders. A battery tender is a device that plugs into a standard AC outlet
and transfers power in the form of amps to your 12
V battery to keep it operational over long periods of
inactivity. Neil stocks good quality versions by NOCO Genius. I personally use this version and it is
the best out there. Learning about batteries is always fascinating to me. Neil had a few new products to show off to the group as well as his tried
and true methods for caring for your paint. The
new line of microfiber cloths introduced in 2016 are
the best out there. I have converted to all these and
they are great. Particularly the drying towel which is
very thick and absorbent ! We finished with lunch
and thanks again to Neil and his hospitality. If you
have not been to Neil's new space it is big and a lot
of parking as well.
Sidedraught City
9125 SE 64th Ave #1, Portland, OR 97206
503- 548- 6334
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Looking at the paint work on Ernie Brawley's newly acquired
ML
www.sidedraughtcity.com
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Annual MBI DIY Tech Event
By David Abarr, Portland Section

February Date TBA , 2017, Portland, OR 9am-2pm

It’s that time of the year again for your spring car maintenance. Corbin Lancaster, owner of MBI Motors, along with his
technical staff and parts department will be providing their lifts and decades of experience for our annual Do It Yourself
Event in February. Date to be announced and there will be a email blast as well as the event created on our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Portland-Section
This is your chance to inspect under your car, change fluids, replace the fuel filter, check brake pads or other repairs you
don’t have room or equipment to do at home. You can also have one of MBI’s certified technicians check for normal
wear items with preventive maintenance and safety in mind. Our members will have access to the car lifts, as well as the
parts department and other shop equipment. You can also meet the owners of MBI, tour the shop, and learn about their
services. The Portland Section will provide coffee and bagels in the morning, and lunch will be served to participants.
Make sure we have your current email. Update here is it is not correct.
www.mbca.org

January Board Meeting
The next Portland Section Board Meeting is Saturday, January 14th, 2016 10am at Mercedes-Benz of Wilsonville,
25035 SW Parkway Ave, Wilsonville, OR 97070
We invite all members to attend a board meeting to provide suggestions on how we can improve the club and provide
ideas for upcoming events. Planning for 2017 in underway and we all looking for ideas and chair people.
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Not a Member? Join
MBCA today!
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Classified Ads
Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members. Non-club members are charged $10 per ad,
$20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month. To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor.
NW Star provides no guarantees as to the quality of the items being sold and the accuracy of the information provided about the sale items.
Ads are posted per information from sellers and are not verified by the NW Star.

SHEEPSKIN SEAT COVERS $175
Beautiful plush barely-used blue-gray sheepskin seat covers (purchased in Germany).
Fit a 1988 560SL or comparable model. $175 for the pair!
Chris Stehr (541) 990-3043, eurotel@proaxis.com

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star!
Advertising Rates for 1 Issue / Multiple insertions receive a 15% discount
Business Card size: $12

Quarter Page: $20

Half Page: $33

Full Page: $55

To place an ad contact David Abarr at abarr63@comcast.net
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Portland Section
Schedule of Events
January 14th, Board Meeting
Mercedes-Benz of Wilsonville, OR 10am

May 20-21st , Skamania Lodge Drive and
Tour with Classic Car Club of America
Stevenson, WA

January 28th, Bill Jab’s Garage Tour,
Eagle Creek, OR 10am-12 noon
February Date TBA, MBI DIY Event
MBI, Portland
April 1st, Mercedes-Benz Swap Meet
Chehalis, WA time TBA

Follow the Portland Section on Facebook!

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information: http://portland.mbca.org

