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Mercedes-Benz Swap Meet
At Burback Motors June 14th

Linda Bolien, Medford, OR
Steven Gilbert, Happy Valley, OR
Larry MacDonald, St Helens, OR
Rick Martin, Portland, OR
Usman Mughal, Hillsboro, OR

Upcoming Events
June 14th: Swap Meet,
Burback Motors, 10AM-2PM
June 22nd: Sprinter-Airstream
Motorhomes, 9AM-11AM
July 20th: Forest Grove
Concours d’Elegance
July 26th : Board Meeting,
MB of Portland, 10AM

Do you have Mercedes-Benz parts or accessories to sell? Are you looking for an
elusive part for your restoration project? If you said yes to any of these questions,
join us for an exclusive Mercedes-Benz Club Swap Meet on June 14th from 10AM to
3PM at Burback Motors. Bring your parts or automobilia to sell (and bring a table if
you are selling). If you have a car to sell, there will be space in front to display your
car. There is no fee to sell your items.
Coffee and breakfast snacks will be provided. Pizza and beverages will be ordered for
lunch, and donations are appreciated for the lunch. To secure a spot to sell your
items, complete the form below or contact Pam Burback at 503-236-1737. Burback
Motors is located at 71 SE Main St, Portland, OR 97214.
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Names__________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _____________________________________
Cell Phone ( _____) _________Email address __________________________
I have a table to bring _______ I need a table _______________
Please mail to: Pam Burback, 71 S.E. Main St., Portland OR 97214

President’s Message
The events for the year are filling up
quite well with two activities in June
and two in July. We have an opening
for August, (any suggestions?) and
December (Christmas functionPeacock Lane?). The rest of the year is filled. I will appreciate
your call with a suggestion.
nd

The second June activity (Sunday the 22 ) will be a showing of
the new Airstream Motor Home with chassis by Mercedes Benz.
See the details in this newsletter.

Mercedes-Benz
Club
Of America,
Officers:
President
Rus Eppler….……………….503-720-3637
Vice President
Ron Woodruff……………….503-708-8151
rbwgroup1@yahoo.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Hal Harper…………………...503-208-2052
hal.harper@comcast.net
Board of Directors: (Expiration Year)
Stacy Rollins (2013) ………..503-645-0675
stacy@stacyrollins.com

The two July activities are the Forest Grove Concours and a
joint venture with the Seattle Section in a Regional `Round Mt
Rainier Drive.
My “cream puff” 1987 Mercedes 260E (like the 300E with a
slightly smaller engine) is giving me reason to be upset. It's
consuming radiator coolant and I don't know how. There is no
leakage on the garage floor, and I don't see any steam coming
from the hoses or the coolant pump. I also have an exhaust
leak, I replaced the muffler and three or four feet of tailpipe
about three years ago. I wonder if I'm going to be replacing the
catalytic converter in the near future. Anyone have a suggestion
on how I can discover the coolant leak? I will appreciate your
call on that also.
All for now. See you next month.

Jerry Sorenson (2013) ……..541-617-9297
jerrys@q.com
Mike Spicer (2014) ………….503-550-1403
mike_p_spicer@hotmail.com
Ron Woodruff (2013)………..503-708-8151
rbwgroup1@yahoo.com
Ellen Theodorson (2015)……503-704-6622
ellentheodorson@yahoo.com
Kenneth Holtan (2015)………Phone TBD
kennethholtan@comcast.net
Northwest Regional Director:
Barry Patchett……………….250-246-5329
bmpatchett@shaw.ca
Newsletter Editor/Advertising:
Allen Stephens (acting)…….503-708-0397
allen.c.stephens@gmail.com
Portland Section Webmaster:
Kenneth Holtan……..………Phone TBD
kennethholtan@comcast.net

Russ

Membership:
Pam Burback………………..503-236-1737
burbs5@aol.com
Historian:
Jim Thompson……………...503-633-2366
jim814817@hotmail.com
Past President:
Allen Stephens……………….503-708-0397
allen.c.stephens@gmail.com

Best Selfie Ever?
Nico Rosberg driving the Mercedes-Benz W196 Grand
Prix Car at Hockenheim on Saturday May 3rd.
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The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided
solely for the benefit of its members. Opinions are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher
or MBCA, Inc.
We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our members. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of
the editor. We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions
and/or advertising. Copyright © MBCA Portland Section. All
rights reserved.
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Club Corral at Forest Grove Concours July 20th

Display your Mercedes-Benz in the MBCA Club Corral at
the Forest Grove Concours d’Elegance on July 20th.
The event can accept up to 15 Mercedes-Benz automobiles in our corral. Any year is welcome, although we will
give priority to classic Mercedes vehicles. This corral is
non-judged. It’s a low-stress way to display your car and
enjoy hundreds of other vintage and classic cars. We
have featured a little bit of everything in the corral, from a
1908 Grand Prix Mercedes to a 2008 CLK 63 Black Series. This year Portland Section member Ken Valentine
will host the corral area and ensure we have a fantastic
display.
The 42nd Forest Grove Concours d’Elegance will celebrate The Art of Italian Motoring, with a mouth-watering
display of vintage Alfa-Romeos, Ferraris and Maseratis.
Former Pebble Beach Chairman Glenn Mounger is the
Senior Judge, and Keith Martin and Donald Osborne of
“Sports Car Market” magazine are the emcees.
The event will also feature 50 Years of the Ford Mustang
and Pontiac GTO.

The Forest Grove Concours is a fund raiser for student
scholarships and community service programs. All proceeds benefit Rotary Club service and scholarship programs.
There is no entry fee for this event. Get your MercedesBenz shined up and join us in Forest Grove on July 20th!
Registration Details: To Register for this event, please
complete the registration form below, or contact Allen
Stephens at 503-708-0397, or at
allen.c.stephens@gmail.com

MBCA Corral at Forest Grove Concours Event Registration
Names (s)____________________________________
Address______________________________________ City, State, Zip _____________________________________
Cell Phone ( _____) ____________________________ Email address _____________________________________
Year and model of your Mercedes-Benz ____ _________________________________________________________
Please mail to: Allen Stephens, 2900 SW Garden View Ave., Portland, OR 97225
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Board Meeting July 26th
The next Portland Section Board Meeting is July 26th at
10AM at Mercedes-Benz of Portland located at 1605 SW
Naito Pkwy, Portland, OR 97201 We invite all members to
attend a board meeting to provide suggestions on how we
can improve the club and provide ideas for upcoming events.
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Recap: Service Open House at Freeman Motors

Photos: Frank Scorcio (left) of Justice Brothers demonstrates additives at Freeman Motors.

A BMW and a Unimog in the service facility at Freeman
Motors.

There were 15 members in attendance. Club members
met for a tour of Freeman Motor’s service department on
Saturday, April 19th. We were greeted by Jeff Parker,
their Service Manager. Jeff showed us around and
answered members’ questions’ about the servicing of
Mercedes vehicles.

cleaning with oil change, and an injector cleaning. A few
other members had some work performed by the detail
department, addressing some scuffs on bumpers and
body panels.

Then we were introduced to Frank Scorcio of Justice
Brothers Inc., which is a manufacturer of lubricants,
additives and cleaners for use in the automotive, heavy
equipment, agricultural and industrial industries.
Freeman Motors uses these products for services they
provide.
Frank put on a presentation of their products. One of the
highlights of the presentation was how the Justice
Brothers product burns clean because it is ethanol based,
not methanol as other products are. The demonstration
included 4 bowls all of which contained some gasoline.
One was pure gasoline, two had a competitor’s product
mixed in, and the fourth was gasoline mixed with the
Justice Brothers product. The bowel containing the
Justice Brothers product burned clean giving off no soot
or smoke. The other three bowels gave off a lot of black
smoke as they burned.
Justice Brothers got its start in motorsports, building race
cars for a variety of racing events including the
Indianapolis 500 and NASCAR. 2012 marked the 67th
year Justice Brothers participated in the Indianapolis 500.
It began to develop additives based on its racing
experience, and this has grown into its main business.
After Frank Scorico’s presentation members were invited
to bring their cars in for a service demonstrating the
Justice Brothers products. Hal Harper’s car was given an
Intake System Cleaning. Barry Corno’s car got an engine
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After the tour and presentations, Eric Freeman drove
members from the service department to the showroom
using their shuttle bus – an M-B Sprinter. Freeman’s
showroom has two floors, and the upper level was
nothing but M-B inventory. Many dream cars were in
their inventory. I had a nice conversation with Eric and
he was very happy to support our club. He has
established a culture at Freeman that is relaxed and
professional at the same time.
Freeman Motor Co. donated a gift card worth $150 to be
used for service and or detailing services. The lucky
winner was Nils Jensen. The MBCA Portland Section
was going to buy the gift card but Jeff Parker (Service
Manager) donated it.
When we got back to the service department Hal’s car
was finished; Barry Corno was there until 2 pm. The
event was scheduled from 9 am to 11 am, but we were
there until around 12:30. Hal, Barry and the other
members were not charged for the services performed.
Needless to say they were not only happy and
appreciative but were not expecting this.
In closing I would like to say that Freeman Motor
Company not only “rolled out the red carpet” but they
rolled out several red carpets. The entire group of
employees was very enthusiastic about having us there.
If their service department was a secret before it should
not be a secret any more. Thank you does not even
begin to express how all in attendance feel about the
reception the club received. -Sam Chinakos

NORTHWESTERN STAR

PAGE 5

Not a Member? Join
MBCA today!
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Traveling this Summer? See the MB Airstream

Well how about something new and very different? Your
invited to the Open House showing of a brand new motor
home...the 2014 Airstream Motor Home, chassis manufactured by Mercedes Benz. The Airstream Motor Home is on
display at Airstream Adventures Northwest...19360 S. E.
Mcloughlin Boulevard...in Gladstone on Sunday June
22nd at 9:00a.m. till 11:00a.m. Coffee and continental
breakfast (pastries) will be provided. We will have all questions answered by Airstream Adventures Northwest's Ka-

JUNE 2014

tie Rossiter or John (Rocky) Valente or both. Our showing will take place in their service department to the left of
the show room. We need to know how many will be attending, so please call me before Wednesday June 18th
at 503-720-3637 and confirm your attendance. Got a
friend or friends that are not members that would like to
see the new Airstream Motor Home? Bring them along.
There is no charge for them or for you. Please – no
drinks or food inside the motor home. See you there!
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Celebrating Two Milestones for The Coupe Group
Founded by a MBCA Portland Section Member, the “International W111/112 Coupe and Cabriolet Club” tops 250 members

By Marrs, Portland Section Member

Photos: A W111 280SE 3.5 coupe owned by Portland
Section Member Mike Spicer.

My own baby steps into “Oldtimer” ownership began
when I found a somewhat neglected, but running and
perpetually registered, 220SE coupe advertised

qualified technician, it will likely never need adjustment in

online. I rushed over for an inspection, took a long

your lifetime, so let go that urge to tinker with set screws

and telling test drive and got the scoop on it’s history.

and throttle racks on those beer infused summer evenings,

The car was owned by one California family

(but maybe that’s just me.) I am also always impressed,

previously, the mother taking delivery of the car new

and if I’m being honest, surprised, when I find that a failing

in 1962 (it was ordered in 1961 according to it’s data

component has been serving faithful duty for the entirety of

card) and made it’s way down to her son who traded

my car’s 52-years of life. Forgive me for saying, but that

it, along with two other cars, for a newer Mercedes to

seems doubtful with any car coming off an assembly line

the shop I was visiting. After a disheartening false

today.

start, with the dealer accepting a deposit from another
buyer before I could arrange my professional

It was apparent that the car was largely original, paint had

inspection but favorably for me he was unable to

been touched upon at some point but the car had never

complete the transaction, the car was mine.

been taken apart as evidenced by her perfect shut lines as
fine-tuned by the craftsmen who hand-assembled this car

As a beaming new owner, I did what any gearhead

in Mercedes’ in-house Karosserie workshop at

does in my situation and quickly named the car. “The

Sindelfingen. She displayed beautiful patina, offering signs

Ivory Zeppelin” seemed appropriate owing to her

of a life lived well. She had her needs of course and they

stark, linear form and subtle color hue, outfitted in DB

have been addressed gradually and meticulously, as this

#050 White paint over #214 Rust Red leather (a sort

car was always planned to be a rolling restoration. After a

of dark terra-cotta), and today she’s most often seen

couple of months of reflection, however, I decided that my

on the pages of The Coupe Group website. The

path forward would be to simply address the mechanical

classic pre-war shape and mass of the tall chrome

needs and concerns, to get the car in a reliable and safe

grill, lean & long lines, and overall simplicity of design

state once again, but while respecting her originality by

appealed instantly to my artist’s eye, while the relative

leaving the cosmetics virtually untouched. The life story told

modernity of the car appealed to my no-nonsense

by each scratch, dent and ding only made me love her

approach to auto maintenance and repair. Don’t let

more, knowing that these tangible links to her history would

anyone fool you who says the Mechanical Fuel

be lost forever in a full restoration. I’ll leave that to the next

Injection is a nightmare to deal with, once set up by a

guy.
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W111 Coupe and Cabriolet Club, continued
The International W111/112 Coupe and Cabriolet Club:
www.w111coupe.com

date may hold. Shortly I was joined by one other
enthusiastic owner going by the name “CoupeGuy” and
with his encouragement and unbound excitement I then
created the official website for the group at

The Coupe Group on Facebook:

W111Coupe.com.

www.facebook.com/w111coupe

Fate then intervened when I met fellow MBCA member
Mike Spicer, himself very active in the local club and
There is a term called Wabi Sabi in Japanese culture,

passionate about W111 coupes having grown up with

that is to say the appreciation for the natural aging

one in the family and being a current owner of a ‘71

process and the aesthetic appeal that hard-earned patina

280SE 3.5 coupe. We chatted and found that bond that

can have. Architectural copper, for instance, looks best

car guys and gals know all too well, the one that drives

when it has transformed into a jewel-like green hue, as

non-enthusiast acquaintances and family members a

does a bronze statue once it has mellowed in the open

bit crazy due to our infatuation with inanimate bits of

air, and that leather club chair you may prefer to read in,

chrome, steel, rubber and glass. Today he plays a

but so do the wrinkles in a face, detailing a life of hard

large role in the management of the Facebook page,

work and sustained belly laughs, every detail has a story

volunteering countless hours to our mutual passion.

to tell.
In the coming months we plan to congeal our efforts by
What happened next came as somewhat of a surprise to

providing specific resources and support for the

my normally rational-thinking mind, is that I fell so

W111/112 owner, and also organize a real-world

completely and utterly in love with this car and her

gathering of owners and their cars. We’re also creating

siblings around the globe, that I decided to create The

a registry of these cars so that in the future, our

Coupe Group, the informal name for The International

members will have access to this information which

W111/112 Coupe and Cabriolet Club. I was inspired after

could prove useful during restorations, while

reading a story on Roy Spencer’s “Mercedes Heritage”

considering a purchase of a car, and as a historical

website about the reunion of the Gullwing Group where

archive.

they recreated a photograph from their first ever meeting
so many years earlier. I was also aware of the M-100

Our obsession for these cars is shared with enthusiasts

club, the W113 group, Ponton club, and several others

all over the world and because the Coupe Group is

dedicated to their favorite model, yet a strange vacuum

currently free for all to join we now have a global

existed for patronage of the W111/112 coupe and

community of owners and enthusiasts who gather

cabriolets, especially in English speaking countries, cars

online to share pictures, stories, seek and share

that had not only the rare distinction of never truly going

advice, search for parts, and generally enjoy one

out of style, though they did hit a depreciation floor like

another’s company while chatting about our favorites

most cars, but also being among the most popular among

cars. We recently crossed the 250-member mark on

modern collectors, with rising values over the most recent

our Facebook page and welcome more every day. We

years attesting to such interest.

are approaching our one-year anniversary and invite
you all to share our respect and passion for what must

Kicking things off with a Facebook page, May 7th, 2013

surely be among the very finest passenger cars ever to

was arbitrarily chosen as the day the Coupe group page

come out of Germany.

went live, likely based more on my household duties and
personal obligations than a nod to any significance that
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Legends of the Autobahn at New Venue for 2014
On Friday, August 15, the 5th annual Legends of the Autobahn® 2014, presented by Michelin, will feature the finest
examples of Mercedes-Benz’s magnificent vehicles. Cohosted by MBCA, BMW Car Club of America, and Audi
Club North America, this one-day MBCA national special
event puts the spotlight on distinctive German marques.
We're excited to announce that Michelin USA will be the
presenting sponsor this year, and MBUSA will again be our
major sponsor. We're also pleased that Keith Martin, editor
and publisher of Sports Car Market, will be Legend's new
emcee.
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The event will be held at a new venue, the Nicklaus
Club—Monterey (formerly Pasadera Country Club). All
three German car clubs will celebrate a unified
theme—Motorsport. Specifically for MBCA, we will join
Mercedes-Benz Classic’s 2014 theme of “120 Years
of Motorsport.” Register your Mercedes-Benz in a
judged Concours class or non-judged Corral. You can
also get a link to register
on www.legendsoftheautobahn.org
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Classified Ads
Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members. Non-club members are charged $10 per
ad, $20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month. To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor.

Now that we have your attention:
Submit your classified ad to the Northwestern Star! Members can place ads free of charge.
Advertise your car or parts to over 300 Portland Section Members!
Today’s used car is tomorrows classic! Vintage ads courtesy of Road & Track Magazine.

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star!
Advertising Rates for 1 Issue / Multiple insertions receive a 15% discount
Business Card size: $12

Quarter Page: $20

Half Page: $33

Full Page: $55

To place an ad contact Allen Stephens: allen.c.stephens@gmail.com or 503-708-0397

JUNE 2014
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Portland Section
Schedule of Events
June 14th: Swap Meet at Burback Motors,
10AM-2PM

August 10th: Regional Show and Shine in
Seattle

June 22nd: Sprinter-Airsteam Motorhomes,
Airstream Adventures Northwest, 9-11AM

September: Tour to Oregon Coast, details
TBD

July 11th-12th-13th: Club Corral at
Portland Historic Races

September 6th: Board Meeting, MercedesBenz of Wilsonville, 10AM.

July 20th: Club Corral at Forest Grove
Concours d’Elegance, Pacfic University

November 16th: Annual General Meeting

July 26th: Board Meeting, Mercedes-Benz
of Portland, 10AM.

Follow the Portland Section on Facebook!

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information: http://portland.mbca.org

